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Introduction

i

This project was born because I wanted to answer one 
question: Where can a person go in today’s London to 
find Steampunk inspiration and resources? 

Through  the generous support of my Kickstarter 
contributors, I got the funds  to chronicle my journey 
as I pursued the answer, and this publication is the 
culmination of months of planning, traveling, and 
visiting dozens of sites. 

Steampunk can mean different things to different 
people, so I cast my net wide. Within these pages you 
will find information ranging from where you can see 

Charles Babbage’s Difference Engine to the history of 
Spiritualism and its effect on Victorian literature. There 
are tips for enjoying your museum visits as well as 
background information about some of the era’s favorite 
figures, such as H. G. Wells and Charles Darwin. 

I also had the opportunity to attend Weekend at the 
Asylum, one of Steampunk’s premiere conventions, in 
order to share the experience with readers. 

I hope you enjoy the fruits of my labor and it can delight 
and inform readers as much as it did the author. 
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Part 1:

Museum & Site Visits
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The Albert Memorial

People spend a lot of their time focusing on Queen 
Victoria, but the Prince Consort Francis Albert Augustus 
Charles Emmanuel (but just Prince Albert for short) was 
also an incredibly influential figure in shaping the city 
of London. Among other things, he was instrumental 
in organizing the Great Exhibition (1851), reforming 
education in Britain, and championed the cause of the 
universal abolition of slavery. Though their marriage 
was to some extent arranged, the Prince Consort and 
the Queen clearly had a loving relationship, and when 
he died at the age of only 42 in 1861 his passing deeply 
affected Victoria. She wore mourning garb for the rest 
of her reign — her black clothing and understated 
appearance have become closely associated with her 
iconography and are seen in many depictions and 
monuments. 

There are many memorials and buildings that carry 
Albert’s name, and my favorite was the Albert Memorial 
in the Kensington Gardens (pp. 12). The huge, Gothic 
Revival-styled architectural part of the sculpture was 
“opened” in 1872, but it wasn’t formally dedicated by 
the Queen until the seated figure of Albert was placed 
into it in 1875. The polished bronze of the sculpture and 
the gilded angels on the canopy glint in the sunshine 
and catch the eye even from a great distance. 

The figure of the Prince Consort is not the only 
sculptural element of the memorial. There are also 
eight allegorical stone sculptures that are divided into 
two groups. One set expresses the Victorian sciences 
and arts of agriculture, engineering, commerce, and 
manufacturing, while the second set reflects the 
continents of Asia, Africa, The Americas, and Europe. 

The entire memorial is surrounded by a gorgeous 
iron fence painted burgundy and gold. There are also 
several mosaics in the canopy as well as a frieze, but 
the fence keeps you from getting close enough to see 
these elements well. I was really glad for the zoom 
feature on my camera, which allowed me to see some 
details, or you might consider bringing binoculars.
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Big Ben & The House of Parliament

The House of Parliament and its iconic clock tower date 
to 1844 and were built after the original building was 
destroyed by a fire in 1834. Although today we know the 
tower as “Big Ben,” this is technically the name given to 
the huge bell that accompanies the world’s largest four-
sided clock. The tower has officially been known as the 
Elizabeth Tower since 2012 to commemorate Queen 
Elizabeth’s diamond jubilee, and prior to that was 
simply The Clock Tower. However, during Victorian 

times journalists often referred to it as St Stephen’s 
tower because Members of Parliament (MPs) held their 
proceedings in St Stephen’s hall. In fact, there is a St. 
Stephen’s tower on the Westminster premise, but it is 
much smaller than the clock tower, which is the third 
tallest in the world. While you can tour the House of 
Parliament, the tower itself is off-limits unless you are 
a British citizen with express permission from an MP.

Steam Tour: An American Steampunk in London
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Blackfriars 
Bridge
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The Bromley
Museum

Like so many places in London, this bridge has 
an official name that hardly anyone knows. It was 
originally named Pitt Bridge for the Prime Minister, 
William Pitt, who was in power when it was first 
built in 1769. But, between being situated near the 
Blackfriars railway station and the borough commonly 
known as Blackfriars, the colloquial name is the one 
that everyone knows. 

The bridge underwent extensive repairs in the 1830s, 
but it became evident the original stone bridge needed 
to be replaced. In 1869, Queen Victoria dedicated a 
new wrought-iron bridge on the same spot, and she is 
commemorated in bronze on the northern side of the 
bridge. The bridge also marks the eastern edge of the 
Victoria Embankment, which runs along the River 
Thames.

London is a sprawling city with many boroughs, and one 
with special significance to Steampunks is Bromley. H. 
G. Wells, Charles Darwin, and Sir John Lubbock (who 
was the first to introduce bank holidays, among other 
things) grew up here during the Victorian era, so it 
seems like their local museum would be a worth a visit. 
They offer three permanent halls as well as a variety of 
changing exhibits, and during the afternoon of the first 
Saturday of every month they offer a special opportunity 
for visitors to handle their historic collections. I didn’t 
make it there myself during my trip, but I had planned 
to see this museum at the same time as the House of 
Charles Darwin. Neither location is easy to get to, so if 
you have a car at your disposal I’d suggest using it to 
visit Bromley.

The Bromley Museum

Address: 
 The Priory, Church Hill, 
 Orpington, BR6 0HH

Hours: M-F 10a-5p, lunch break 12:30p-1:30p
            1st & 3rd Saturday 10a-5p

Admission: Free

Transit info:
 Bus Routes: 51, 61, 208, 353, R2, R4, B14
 Parking: Pay car park accessible 
 via Aynscombe Angle off Church Hill or  
 Orpington High Street

Website:
 www.bromley.gov.uk/info/200070/muse 
 ums_and_galleries/357/bromley_museum
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Burlington Arcade

While I was in the Piccadilly area for the market I 
did some serious window shopping. There are so 
many lovely stores and window displays in this posh 
neighborhood! I didn’t really have anything in mind, 
but as soon as I spied the Burlington Arcade I had to 
take a stroll down this little pedestrian haven. I am not 
sure if it was all the shiny watches glinting at me from 
across the street, or the top-hatted man in the portico, 
but I had a feeling I would find something relevant there 
for my Steampunk wanderings.

When I entered I was surprised to find a high ceiling 
complete with beautiful skylights hidden behind the 
curving façade. The natural light was great for looking 
at the new and vintage jewelry and watches, but terrible 
for taking pictures due to the glare on the almost 
unbroken string of glass display cases that line the lane. 
So here is a little history instead. (Adapted from http://
www.burlington-arcade.co.uk/the-arcade)

Lord George Cavendish was a prominent politician 
during the late 1700s and early 1800s, and he had a 
garbage problem. Ruffians were always throwing trash 
such as oyster shells and other refuse over the wall to 
the grounds of Burlington House where he lived, so he 
decided to finance the building of a shopping arcade 
to fill the alleyway. Officially, his reasoning was to 
offer “gratification to the public” as well as “work to 
industrious females” but really he was just tired of all 
the rubbish. When it opened in 1820 only four of the 47 
leaseholders were women, but the prevailing convention 
at the time was to address even male shopkeepers as 
“madame,” so I guess he sort of kept his word.

There are several shops of note that still have their 
polished doors open to the public even now. For instance, 
Hancocks is a fabulous jewelry store, and back in 1856 
it was commissioned to design the Victoria Cross, the 
highest award given in the commonwealth military. 

If you are in the Piccadilly area, I would definitely 
suggest a stroll down this historical pedestrian street.
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Can Victorian Earth defeat alien forces? 
Enter the Universe of Hive, Queen and Country 

from Aerolyth Enterprises to determine 
the fate of mankind! 

http://hivequeenandcountry.com/home/



The Cutty Sark

It is common knowledge that the Brits love their tea, 
but it is less common knowledge how this love affair 
began. If you are looking for a fun way to explore that 
history, you should try visiting the good ship Cutty Sark 
near the waterfront in Greenwich. 

The ship itself wasn’t built until 1869, but tea first came 
to the UK two centuries earlier.

In its heyday, the Cutty Sark was one of the most 
impressive vessels on the sea, and especially well-
suited for transporting tea. The copper hull was not only 
beautiful, but was especially good at keeping sea water 
out of the cargo hold compared to other shipbuilding 
techniques of the time. 

It also had an amazing carrying capacity and was one 
of the fastest ships on the water. In fact, it engaged in 
a historic race in 1872 against another transport called 
Thermopylae. Both ships left Shanghai at the same time, 
and the Cutty Sark took an early lead. Unfortunately, 
she lost her rudder and had to stop for repairs. The 
Thermopylae ended up making it to England a full week 
before The Cutty Sark. This was the only time that both 
ships left from the same port at  the same time, but the 
Cutty Sark later set a record for reaching Sydney in just 
73 days.

I loved visiting the exhibits on the inside, especially the 
first floor where the interior and the displays were made 
out of tea crates. There is another gallery the next floor 
up that has interactive features and videos to help you 
get into the mindset of a sailor on the ship over its long 
history. I was also lucky enough to have the perfect 

The Cutty Sark

Address: 
 King William Walk 
 Near Naval College Gardens

Hours: M-S 10a-5p

Admission: 13.50

Transit info:
 By Bus: (to Greenwich Town Center) 
 177, 180, 188, 199, 286, 386
 Parking: off-street and pay-and-display car
  parks in Greenwich Park (run by the Royal  
 Parks, 250 spaces, maximum 4 hours), and  
 Royal borough of Greenwich-run car parks  
 in Park Row and Burney Street

Food:
 Cafe in basement, must be ticket holder to  
 access

Shopping:
 Gift shop in the entryway, no admission  
 required to shop

Website:
 www.rmg.co.uk

weather to explore the deck, which has been restored to 
its former, shiny glory.

Steam Tour: An American Steampunk in London
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Tips for Visiting the Museum:

• The ship is situated in a large courtyard next to the 
waterfront. The wide stairs and a low wall make it a 
nice place to have a little picnic. The grounds of the 
University of Greenwich are on the other side of the 
courtyard and are also a nice respite from the bustle of 
the city. 

• If you are looking for the cafe, it is in the basement 
where you can see the amazing copper belly of the ship. 
There is also a fun display of wooden figureheads from 
different ships on the far end. 

• If you are claustrophobic (or just very tall) you 

The Cutty Sark (continued)

will probably be uncomfortable in at least half of the 
museum. The ceilings inside the belly of the ship and in 
the crew’s quarters on deck are very low. 

• When you are on the side of the ship, make sure you 
get all the way from end to end. It is easy to miss some 
of the displays. 

• The museum is only a short jaunt from the National 
Maritime Museum and the Royal Observatory, so you 
may consider combining visits in a single day. If you 
intend to visit at least two of these attractions, make 
sure to look at the combined rates offered. Discounted 
tickets are sold at all three locations and are valid for a 
month after purchase.

Steam Tour: An American Steampunk in London
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Fortnum & Mason

One of the defining aspects of the Industrial Revolution 
was the rise of ready-made fashions and pre-packaged 
foodstuffs. On the forefront of the trend was the posh 
department store, Fortnum and Mason. When the first 
steam-powered factories were just starting to churn 
out their wares, F&M was already in business, and it 
continues to be a mainstay of the stores on Piccadilly 
today.

F&M made a splash at the Great Exhibition in 1851 
where it won first prize for its imported delectable 
desserts and dried fruits. In addition, when Henry 
Heinz (best known nowadays for ketchup) wanted to 
market his canned baked beans in the UK, he took his 
wares there. Within a few years, baked beans became 
an important part of the British diet.

In literature, F&M are best known for their picnic 
hampers and several Victorian authors, including 
Charles Dickens and Wilkie Collins, made mention of 
their characters enjoying a luxurious feast from the lush 
department store. In more recent times, I ran across a 
reference in one of the defining Steampunk works, The 
Difference Engine, where the protagonist passed by 
this prestigious store on his way to buy a wedding gift 
for his sister in the Burlington Arcade (pp. 5). 

Today, you can still visit and stroll through the heaps 
of lovely packages tied with bright ribbons and peruse 
the fanciful fudge at the dessert counter. As with many 
luxury goods stores, the prices are steeper for things 
such as tea and cookies than at a normal grocer, but the 
ambiance alone is worth a stop in at the store, or at least 
a meander by the window displays!
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“The Navigators” by David Kemp (1987)

Steam Tour: An American Steampunk in London

The Tower Bridge (pp. 22) is worth visiting all on its 
own, but when I spent a day exploring the area I also 
found some other great things to tickle your Steampunk 
fancy. I could see on the map that St. Katherine’s Marina 
was nearby, and on my way I found a hidden treasure 
tucked away inside a Hay’s Gallery. In it’s heyday 
in the 19th century, the then-named Hay’s Wharf 
received 80% of the tea shipments bound for the Pool 
of London. Today the amazing glass ceiling provides 
shelter to restaurants, homes and shops in Victorian-era 
buildings, as well as an amazing sculpture called “The 
Navigators.” The combination fountain and sculpture by 

Hay’s Gallery & “The Navigators”
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David Kemp was installed in 1987 and has a decidedly 
Steampunk feel. The 60-foot homage to the shipping 
history of the area is made of bronze, which has been 
pleasantly oxidizing. Some parts of the piece have been 
selectively polished, and the pool has been painted 
blue, which detracts somewhat from the artist’s original 
intention to combine “Gothic fantasy, sea monsters, 
man [and] machine in this Kinetic Sculpture,” but it 
is still a lovely piece installed in a historic setting that 
reflects the Steampunk aesthetic from around the time 
the term was coined. (http://www.davidkemp.uk.com/
the-navigatorslondon-bridge/)

Dark Rock Chronicles is a mind-bending 
alternate reality in which dark magic 

and heavy metal constantly clash. 
DRC band find themselves in the 

supernatural madness of the 
Rock Warrior Tournament. 



The Home of Charles Darwin

Unfortunately, I did not make it to this location during 
my Steam Tour, but it seems like a wonderful place 
to visit if you are in London for a long time or you 
are particularly interested in this important Victorian 
figure. The historical house museum is situated on acres 
of gardens where Darwin used to stroll and contemplate 
his theories on evolution. It is not the easiest spot to get 
to because it lies outside of the heart of London and 
in one of the many boroughs (Bromley), which means 
there are far fewer public transit options than other 
sites. Visitors are not allowed to take photographs of 
the interior, but the grounds are fair game. For more 
information on Charles Darwin and his place in the 
world of Steampunk, check out the article on pp. 28.

The Home of Charles Darwin

Address: 
 Down House, Luxted Road 
 Downe, Kent

Hours: Until Feb. 15, only open Sat/Sun 10a-4p
 Check website close to your scheduled  
 visit. Open days and times are sporadic.

Admission: 10.30 (adult)

Transit info:
 By Bus: TfL bus 8R from Orpington   
 passes; TfL bus 146 from Bromley North  
 & South termintates in Downe village 0.5  
 miles from property
 By Train: Chelsfield 3 3/4 miles, Orpington  
 3.75 miles, Bromley South 5.5 miles
 Parking: Free parking, 42 spaces. There  
 is also an overflow lot but may be closed  
 due to inclement weather.

Food:
 Down House Tea Room. No eating or  
 drinking on the grounds.

Shopping:
 Gift shop located in entrance to Down  
 House

Website:
 www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/prop 
 erties/home-of-charles-darwin-down- 
 house/

Steam Tour: An American Steampunk in London
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Hyde Park

There are eight Royal Parks in London, and this one 
dates back to the 1500s. Over time, different monarchs, 
architects, and gardeners have changed the landscape 
from a prime place to hunt deer to a sprawling grassy 
knoll perfect for picnics. It’s an appropriate site for 
“steam tourism” because the Great Exhibition was 
held on its grounds in 1851. There is nothing left of 
the Crystal Palace today, but this green respite is 
still a very nice place to visit. If you are there on a 

Sunday and you stop by Speaker’s Corner on the 
north-east side of the park, you may still see people 
exercising their right to free speech on the same spot 
that has seen countless protests and demonstrations, 
including several advocating for the Women’s Suffrage 
Movement in the early 1900s. The Kensington Gardens 
(pp. 12) used to be part of Hyde Park, but today they are 
considered separate entities due to a road that was built 
in the 1820s.
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Imperial Memorial 
to Queen Victoria

There are many statues and monuments that stand as 
homage to Queen Victoria and could serve as sites to 
visit during your own steam-tourism of London. 

The grandest in London stands on the grounds of 
Buckingham Palace. It was dedicated in 1911 by two 
of Victoria’s grandsons and was sculpted by notable 
English artist Thomas Brock, who was also responsible 
for the statue of Prince Albert in the center of the Albert 
Memorial in the Kensington Gardens.

Kensington
Gardens

Originally, the Kensington Gardens (pictured below) 
were part of the grounds of the Kensington Palace, 
the birthplace of Queen Victoria. During her reign 
her husband, Albert, commissioned the lovely Italian 
Gardens as a gift to his beloved and work was completed 
in 1860. Albert was an avid gardener and was entranced 
by the Italian-style water garden composed of ponds, 
terraces and raised beds along a geometric plan. This 
relaxing site sits on the Long Water, a river that runs 
into The Serpentine lake, so it is a nice place to spot 
birds and enjoy native water plants such as water lilies. 
After Albert’s death, Victoria had the Albert Memorial 
built on the south side of the Kensington Gardens.
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Leadenhall Market

The site of this market has been a trade center in London 
dating back to the Roman period, but its current visage 
was constructed in 1881. Like the Hay’s Gallery (pp. 
9), it is enclosed by an amazing wrought iron and glass 
ceiling, which shelters the various shops and bars 
within. The Victorian redesign of the original stone 
marketplace was by none other than Horace Jones, the 
Architect and Surveyor of the City of London from 
1864 to 1887. Though he is best known for the Tower 
Bridge (pp. 22), Jones was responsible for several 
markets around the city. Unfortunately, most of them 
have been destroyed, damaged or moved in the century 

that followed. I passed through the Leandenhall Market 
complex on a weekday at happy hour, and many of 
the city’s well-dressed businessmen were enjoying an 
after-work cocktail near the main intersection of this 
pedestrian area. I wandered around some of the side 
streets and also found an incredible hanging sculpture 
made out of books that look like they are flying around 
the halls. On a side note, The Leadenhall Market has 
appeared in several films, including as the access point 
for Diagon Alley in Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone.
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London Museum of Water & Steam

This is my pick for the best place to take your littlest 
Steampunks. There are fun, hands-on exhibits about 
the water cycle, as well as info about the history of 
harnessing the Thames and combatting the Cholera 
outbreaks through London’s history. But the most 
exciting parts of the museum complex are room after 
room of awesome steam engines. In the courtyard there 

London Museum of Water & Steam

Address: 
 Green Dragon Lane 
 Brentford, London TW8 0EN

Hours: M-S 11a-4p

Admission: 11.50 (adult), 5.00 (child)

Transit info:
 By Bus: 65, 237, 267, 391
 By Train: Kew Bridge 
 Parking: Free parking

Food:
 Nice little cafe with free wi-fi
 Cafe hours: M-S 11a-4p

Shopping:
 Cute shop with some vintage-inspired  
 items and a good book selection  

Website:
 www.waterandsteam.org.uk

Steam Tour: An American Steampunk in London
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are some smaller engines as well as a station to make 
giant bubbles in the afternoon —  another plus for kids. 
There is also a replica of a Victorian-era workshop 
where all the machines run on the same belt system (the 
original workshop was destroyed during the Blitz), and 
they offer tours. 

There is also a nice little cafe that was recently redone 
and sports mechanical stuff for decorations and china 
teapots for your afternoon cuppa. The gift shop area has 
some cute stuff as well as more than one book about the 
history of steam power that I wanted to add to my shelf. 

Tips for Visiting the Museum:

• They don’t run all the engines every day, so it is a good 
idea to check their website before you visit. I went on 
a bank holiday, which is one time they do make a point 
of running the engines. When you buy your tickets they 
give you a schedule of the tours and engine schedule.

• If you are intending to drive you should aim for early 
in the day because the parking lot isn’t huge. There is 
room for maybe 25 cars.  

• There is free Wi-Fi, you just have to ask at the counter 
for the password. 

• If the cafe is too busy to get a table there is a Costa 
Coffee a couple of blocks away.

factoryfourteen.com
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This institution has two different locations, but I only 
got a chance to make it to the one. The other is at the 
seafront and focuses on the history of the docklands 
and shipping industry. The city of London has a very 
long history, so there is lots to see that doesn’t fit 
into my Steampunk theme, which can make it ideal 
for entertaining a group with varied interests. I loved 
the open format of the exhibits that allows visitors to 
meander through history, including one of the best 
displays on the everyday life during the Roman Empire 
that my Historian hubby has ever seen. 

On the steamy side, there is tons to see. There was an 
amazing immersive exhibit about pleasure gardens 
like those that became popular during the 1800s. The 
darkened space features really cool period clothes, and 
videos that appear on the walls featuring people wearing 
them and acting out scenes. The mannequins are also 
sculptures in their own right and are lit according to 
what is being shown on the walls.

There is also a series of Victorian storefronts that you can 
walk through that are chockfull of period-appropriate 
merchandise and props. There is a big-wheel bike out 
in the open if you want a picture with one. I also liked 
the displays of shoes, watches, and other technology 
that were strewn around in some of the other period 
sections. 

I also enjoyed the exhibit on the suffrage movement, 
though I was shocked by a lot of what I saw. I had no 
idea how violent the pursuit of voting rights became in 
Britain. All in all, it is a wonderful museum with free 
admission and worth a whole day’s visit.

Museum of London

Museum of London

Address: 
 150 London Wall 
 London EC2Y 5HN

Hours: M-S 10a-6p

Admission: Free

Transit info:
 By Bus: 4, 8, 25, 56, 100, 172, 242, 521
 By Train: Liverpool Street, City Thames 
 link, Farringdon
 By Tube: Barbican, St. Paul’s 

Food:
 3 cafes
 Cafe hours: M-S 10a-5:30p

Shopping:
 Museum of London Shop
 Hours: M-S 10a-6p  

Website:
 www.museumoflondon.org.uk
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Piccadilly Market

I admit, I was expecting something quite different when 
I walked through the ornate iron gates to St. James 
Square. The Piccadilly Market is a permanent, open-air 
marketplace that operates six days a week. There are 
merry striped tents and merchants selling their wares 
as one would expect, but I thought it was going to be 
bigger, especially because of the long list of traders 
on the market’s website. I was especially excited 
because there is a section on the website devoted to the 
Steampunk offerings there.

Different days have different themes, so I picked the 
Tuesday for my sojourn because it is listed as the best 
day for antique seekers. I don’t know if this means 
there are no antiques other days, but I was surprised 
to see that there really wasn’t much there in the way of 
vintage stuff despite it being the theme for the day. But, 
what was there was pretty awesome.

Annette Jones is a vintage trader and jewelry designer 
who is only at the market on Tuesdays. Usually she 
doesn’t allow photography, but she gave me permission 
to snap a couple shots of her lovely pieces on display. 
The average bauble was out of my price range (this 
pounds to dollar conversion was killing me!), but if 
you are looking for just the right cameo or vintage ring 
this is a great place to check out. I especially loved the 
addition of the lovely antique mirrors patrons could use 
when trying on the pretties.

You can check out her website for more information, 
www.annettejones.co.uk.

The best booth for Steampunk stuff was definitely one 

by Ahura Collectibles, which was more or less across 
the aisle from Annette Jones. The only sign on the 
booth is for kaleidoscopes, but the other half of the 
display featured gorgeous refurbished early telephones, 
leather-bound and wood-sheathed spyglasses and a 
wide array of vintage compasses. I picked up one of the 
beautiful compasses with a foldable sundial complete 
with wooden box for safe-keeping for 18 pounds. I had 
to think long and hard about which one I wanted because 
they are all unique, but I was drawn to this one because 
it had the word “London” on it so I thought it would 
make an especially good souvenir. I would have loved 
a spyglass as well to add to my Steampunk explorer 
ensemble I have started to compile, but I limited myself 
to a nautical keychain made of brass. 

This booth is at the Piccadilly market Tuesday through 
Saturday, and at Covent Garden Sundays and Mondays. 

Find out more at their website, ahuracollectibles.co.uk

Steam Tour: An American Steampunk in London
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The Reform Club

If you have heard of this site, it is probably from 
reading Jules Verne’s Around the World in 80 Days. 
Phileas Fogg’s journey began at The Reform (as it is 
colloquially named) over a game of cards, and ended 
in dramatic fashion on the same spot. The Reform 
was also featured in politically-minded novel entitled 
Phineas Finn, which was released as a serial by notable 
Victorian author Anthony Trollope from 1867-1868. 

The club was founded in 1832 as a liberal bastion for 
people to exchange radical ideas in response to the 

conservative Whig Party that had held power in London 
for decades. For many years it was the unofficial 
headquarters for the Liberal Party, and boasts a huge 
library filled with contributions from its members. 
Unfortunately, the inside of the club is off-limits to non-
members except for select groups that can visit during a 
special architectural festival in September.
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The Royal Observatory 
(Greenwich Observatory)

One of the biggest leaps forward in human history was 
when we started to use the movements of the stars, sun, 
and moon to tell time. And as far as we know, we are 
the only animals that do. You may find yourself noticing 
a slight bend in space and time as you approach the 
Observatory, or perhaps it was just the long trek up the 
steep hill that made the minutes seem like hours!

Eventually, humans invented machines to keep track 
of the units in which we divided the world, and some 
would argue that these machines now rule our lives. 
But no matter how you feel about clocks and schedules, 
you can’t deny the ingenuity and skill that has gone into 
inventing, improving and crafting timepieces. And if 
you are a steampunk fan, you probably can’t get enough 
of the shiny gears and complex mechanisms that had 
their heyday in the 18th and 19th centuries.

The Royal Observatory (also called the Greenwich 
Observatory) is the home of the Prime Meridian line and 
the site for calculating Greenwich Mean Time since the 
19th Century. This means that even more than anywhere 
else it has been imperative that they keep accurate time, 
and they celebrate this history in their exhibits. After I 
was done at the Longitude Punk’d galleries (open until 
January 2015), I took a stroll through the rest of the 
Observatory and found amazing machines for seeing 
the stars and terrific time-keepers. 

I used up a lot of my battery during the first half of the 
day at Longitude Punk’d and the Cutty Sark, but even 
with a full battery I don’t know if I would have been 
able to fit all of the beautiful pocket watches, nautical 
devices, and astrolabes onto my memory card anyway!

The Royal Observatory also has a close relationship 
to the National Maritime Museum and the Cutty Sark 
nearby (pp. 6). I hadn’t realized until after seeing 
the exhibits at the Observatory that there was such a 
close relationship between time and navigation. Over 
decades of exploring the world’s oceans, thousands of 
seamen lost their lives because they couldn’t be sure 
where they were once they lost sight of land. So the 
British Parliament implemented a competition in 1714 
and offered a reward of 20,000 pounds to anyone who 
could figure out how to calculate longitude when out at 
sea. Little did the Longitude Board know that it would 
be 50 years before anyone could find the answer. The 
Longitude Punk’d exhibit explored this process with a 
whimsical twist, but even once it is over the Observatory 
has a permanent exhibit all about it. 

Tips for Visiting the Museum:

• In addition to the historical buildings and exhibits 
about the past, the site also features a more modern set 
of exhibits at the Astronomy Centre surrounding the 
Peter Harrison Planetarium. These displays are about 
space exploration and the solar system, and offers a 
nice counterpoint to the rest of the Observatory. Plus, 
it is a lot less crowded and has many buttons to push 
on the interactive exhibits that will appeal to children. 
Seeing a planetarium show will cost an extra 6.50 GBP, 
but the exhibits are free.

• As mentioned above, it is a pretty long trek up to the 
Observatory. It is situated on the top of a hill in the 
middle of a park, so you have to walk pretty far from 
the nearest public transit to even reach the base of the 

Steam Tour: An American Steampunk in London
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hill. There is both a stairway and a ramp for handicap 
access, but even the ramp looked steep enough that I 
don’t know how a wheelchair user could get up without 
some assistance. So pace yourself, it is worth the climb!

• Don’t forget to enjoy the view of the city from the 
amazing vantage point at the top of the hill. 

• If you are interested in seeing the National Maritime 
Museum or the Cutty Sark in addition to The Royal 
Observatory,  make sure to look at the combined rates 
they offer. These discounted tickets can be bought at 
any of the three locations and are valid for a month after 
purchase.

Royal Observatory

Address: 
 Blackheath Avenue 
 Greenwich Park

Hours: M-S 10a-5p

Admission: 8.50 (Observatory only) 
 Combo ticket are available.

Transit info:
 By Bus: 53, 54, 202, 380
 By Train: Jubilee to DLR to Cutty Sark

Food:
 Cafe located in the basement of the 
 Astronomy Center. Outdoor seating is  
 available in good weather.

Shopping:
 Gifts shops are located in both 
 the Observatory and the Astronomy 
 Center. 

Website:
 www.rmg.co.uk

Royal Conservatory (continued)

Saville
Row

In the early days after its construction in the 1730’s, 
“Saville Street” was home to officers of the British 
military. The next century it became the first home of the 
Geographical Society of London (today known as the 
Royal Geographical Society, RGS), which was granted 
its Royal Charter under Queen Victoria. The RGS was 
responsible for financing such notable expeditions as 
David Livingstone’s sojourn into Africa, which lead 
to the discovery of the Nile’s source (named Lake 
Victoria) by Sir Richard Burton and John Speke. The 
RGS moved its headquarters in 1913, which was also 
the same year that women were first allowed to join. 
During the Victorian era, Saville Row become strongly 
associated with the tailoring trade, and today the street 
is lined with stores selling natty men’s fashion. On a 
literary note, Jules Verne gives Phileas Fogg, the hero 
of Around the World in 80 Days, the address of No. 7 
Saville Row. For me, the most compelling thing about 
Saville Row ended up being the nearby Burlington 
Arcade (pp. 5).

Steam Tour: An American Steampunk in London
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Sherlock Holmes Museum 
(221B Baker Street)

Unless you are a truly devoted fan of the Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle stories and you don’t mind waiting in a 
long line, I would skip this particular “museum.” Seeing 
as how Holmes and Watson are literary characters, it is 
more accurate to call it a historic house with a twist 
than a museum. I also thought the admission fee was 
too high for what you get because once you are inside 
the whole museum only takes maybe 30 minutes to 
walk through. That being said, for people who are 
well versed in Holmesian lore, there are some replica 
objects like a bust of Napolean from “The Adventure 
of the Six Napoleons” as well as some weapons used 
in the fictional murder cases scattered throughout the 
house, but the printing on the labels is really small and 
difficult to read. The top floor is also inhabited by wax 
figures of some of the most notable characters from the 
stories such as Irene Adler and the King of Bohemia 
from “A Scandal in Bohemia”.  I thought this was a 
nice touch, especially because Holmes himself was 
saved from an assassination attempt in one of Doyle’s 
tales due to a waxwork replica sitting by the window 
that was mistaken for the great detective in the flesh. 

Tips for Visiting the Museum:

• The earlier you get there the better. They only let in a 
small number of people at a time so it doesn’t take long 
for the line to get backed up.

• You have to buy your ticket in the gift shop next to the 
museum, so don’t bother getting into the line until you 
have braved the chaos of the store. If you aren’t going 
alone, it is a good idea to have someone get into the 

Sherlock Holmes Museum
(221B Baker Street)

Address: 
 221B Baker Street (It’s actually located at  
 239 Baker Street) 

Hours: M-S 9:30a-6p

Admission: 10.00

Transit info:
 By Bus: 13, 18, 27, 30, 139, 189, 205, 453,  
 N13, N18, N205
 By Train: Baker Street tube stop is a short  
 walk away. Nearest above-ground sta tions  
 are Marylebone, Euston, and Kings Cross. 
 Parking: No dedicated parking

Food:
 Mrs. Hudson’s Tea Shop is next door to 
 the gift shop.

Shopping:
 Large gift shop next to museum entrance.  
 Must buy your tickets inside.

Website:
 www.sherlock-holmes.co.uk/home.htm

Steam Tour: An American Steampunk in London

20

museum line to save a spot and send one person into the 
store to buy the tickets.



• Once you get inside the rooms are pretty small, so my 
strategy was to hang back until the crowd moved onto 
the next section before I tried to get any photos or get 
close to the objects. 

• If you have any mobility issues, be warned that there 
is no elevator. The only way in or out is to use the same 
narrow staircase so passing people on the stairs gets 
pretty close for comfort.

• The gift shop is pretty nice, but it has some stuff 
that doesn’t belong. There were multiple books about 
Jack the Ripper, for instance. If you are a fan of the 
contemporary BBC adaptation Sherlock, you can find 
merchandise there, but it felt out of place to me in the 
attempt at a historical setting. And don’t forget to look 
up when you are in the room with the checkout counter, 
the glass ceiling is beautiful and is consistent with the 
Victorian-era building that houses the museum.

Sherlock Holmes (continued)
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Tower Bridge

Due to increased commercial activity along the 
Thames, the city of London needed to create bridges to 
allow access to both sides of the river without hindering 
the approach of tallships like the Cutty Sark (pp. 6). 
To accomplish this goal, a committee was formed in 
1877 to decide on a design for either a tunnel below 
the river or a bridge that allow traffic to cross over the 
water. More than 50 designs were considered before 
Sir Horace Jones’ hydraulic drawbridge was chosen 
in 1884, which took 10 years to complete. Though the 
bridge has two towers built on foundations sunk deep 
in the river bottom, the name Tower Bridge comes 
from the nearby Tower of London. The bridge gets its 
strength from a steel skeleton, but the designers also 
used Portland stone across the facade to add a cosmetic 
touch.

Visiting the bridge and looking at the outside is of 
course free, but visiting The Tower Bridge Exhibition 
within has a small fee. Visitors begin by going up into 
the top of the north tower and enjoying historical and 
artistic exhibits on the East and West Walkways. They 
recently installed glass floors on the West Walkway, 
but this was shortly after my visit in September 2014 
so I didn’t get a chance to experience this aspect of 
the bridge. I can only imagine the incredible view 
onto the bustling street below, but I can vouch for the 
panoramic views of the city from the top of the towers. 
My favorite part by far was venturing into the engine 
rooms below street level. The green and black coal-
powered hydraulic engines reminded me of a giant 
mechanical grasshopper ready to spring, and made the 
whole exhibition worth the admission fee.

The Tower Bridge Exhibition

Address: 
 Tower Bridge 

Hours: April - September 10a-5:30p
 October - March 9:30a-5p

Admission: 9.00

Transit info:
 By Bus: 15, 42, 78, 100, RV1
 By Train: District and Circle underground  
 lines to Tower Hill (north side) or Northern  
 and Jubilee underground lines bring you  
 to the south bank of the River Thames. For  
 above-ground trains use London Bridge,  
 Fenchurch Street, or Tower Gateway DLR  
 stations. 
 Parking: Nearest car park is Tower Hill  
 Coach and Car Park at 50 Lower Thames  
 Street.

Website:
 www.towerbridge.org.uk/
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Victoria & Albert Museum

The primary reason I wanted to visit the Victoria and 
Albert Museum was because I heard about the amazing 
displays of fashion through the ages. There is a really 
great circular gallery with men’s and women’s clothing 
near the main entryway. It would be a great place to do 
research for costumes, both to get visual inspiration as 
well as great background info. My best pictures were 
mostly of dresses, but there are lots of great suits, boots, 
and hats for the menfolk as well.

The site of the Victoria and Albert Museum was 
purchased largely through the proceeds from the Great 
Exhibition of 1851, which was the first international 
exhibition of its time, though not the last. Many of the 
wonderful items showcased at these exhibitions held 
all over Europe during the 19th and 20th centuries, 
eventually found a home at this museum and are still 
on display today. 

When walking through the exhibit halls I felt like I was 
on a scavenger hunt looking for these pieces of history 
which were seen by millions of people during the course 
of exhibition and are still breathtakingly beautiful to 
behold more than 160 years later. One of the appeals for 
me about Steampunk and the era that gave rise to the 
aesthetic is the emphasis on craftsmanship, and there 
is no shortage of that at the V&A. Here are two of the 
most impressive pieces that I encountered during my 
visit.

This “cathedral in wood” was a gift from the Austrian 
Emperor, Franz Ferdinand, to Queen Victoria. 
According to the museum label, its decoration reflected 
the debate about the unification of all German-speaking 

peoples under one rule. The bookcase had to be at least 
20 feet tall, which means it just might hold the entire 
literary collection of one Steampunk fan. In the center 
there is a Belgian altarpiece on display that looked 
like it had been carved out of the most delicious dark 
chocolate, but it was also made of wood. These two 
pieces were not originally shown together, but they both 
made cameos at the Great Exhibition. The altarpiece 
reflects the revival of the Gothic style that is often seen 
in Steampunk works, and makes it a lovely addition to 
the imposing bookcase.

This symphony in metal is called the Hereford screen, 
and was on display at the International Exhibition 
of 1862. Like the altarpiece above, this was a way 
of harkening back to the Gothic era when churches 
employed magnificent screens like this one. The choir 
would stand behind large and ornately carved wooden 
screens, but this one was intended to showcase new 
advances in metal-working techniques as much as 
celebrate the Gothic style. There are several figures on 
the screen, which more than 10 meters high. The figures 
could very well have been cast in bronze, but instead 
were created by using newly-discovered electroplating 
technology that employed plaster molds and electricity 
to bend copper to the artist’s will. This is truly an 
example of old-meets-new in the Victorian era, so it 
definitely piqued my Steampunk curiosity.

I was also very interested to try to pick out the objects 
and parts of the building that were already a museum 
during the period in which most Steampunk stories are 
set. One of the main points of creating the museum was 
for the inspiration and edification of artists, inventors, 
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and even the common folk, and you can bet that the 
characters that inhabit the world of 20th century London 
had occasion to visit the Victoria and Albert Museum at 
some point in their lives. One such section was the “hall 
of replicas,” which features plaster casts of some of the 
most well-known Greek and Roman sculptures. 

Some people might think the V&A is not up their alley 
if they hear the focus is on “decorative arts,” but believe 
me when I tell you this is not a place where you are going 
to be inundated with doilies and end tables. Personally, 
I love the decorative arts because these are the objects 
that people really did touch, see, and experience in 
their everyday lives, including architectural features. 
In addition to the fabulous clothing and sumptuous 
household goods, there is an amazing gallery of just 
samples of ironwork.

There are still lots of examples of wrought and cast iron 
all over London, but these items have often been painted 
and repainted so many times that the delicacy and 
detail that can be achieved when working in metal has 
been totally obliterated. This is not so at the museum, 
where everything from window grates to railings to 
candlesticks have been preserved for posterity. If you 
are a fan of metal, you should definitely make sure 
you stop by the Victoria and Albert Museum if you are 
visiting or living in London.

Tips for Visiting the Museum: 

• The powers that be make it very easy to get to this 
and other free museums of merit. In fact, you can take 
the tube and then use a tunnel system to get to the aptly 
named Exhibition Road which is home to not only the 
V&A, but also The Science Museum and The Museum 
of Natural History.

• On one end of Exhibition Road there is a lovely 
neighborhood with restaurants and nice little shops. 
On the other end you can stroll through Kensington 
Gardens (pp. 12), which was once the private garden of 
Kensington Palace.

Victoria & Albert (continued)

Steam Tour: An American Steampunk in London

• Inside the museum there is a beautiful courtyard 
that features a cafe and shallow wading pool full of 
frolicking children on nice days.

Victoria & Albert Museum

Address: 
 Exhibition Road, South Kensington 

Hours: M-S 10a - 5:45p
 Open Fridays until 10p

Admission: Free general admission; special 
 exhibits have additional fee

Transit info:
 By Bus: 14, 49, 70, 74, 345, 360, 414,  
 430, and C1 stop outside South Kensington  
 Underground Station. There is a pedestrian  
 subway connecting the station to the V&A.
 By Train: District, Circle, and Piccadilly 
 lines to South Kensington Station. There  
 is a pedestrian subway connecting the 
 station to the V&A. 
 Parking: There is no visitor parking in  
 Exhibition Road. The nearest pay and  
 display car parking is in Prince Consort  
 Road and Queen’s Gate.

Food:
 V&A Cafe is open year-round. Garden  
 Cafe is open in the summer.

Shopping:
 The museum shop is located near the main  
 entrance.

Website:
 www.vam.ac.uk
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Vintage
Emporium

During the tail end of my London adventure I stayed 
in the East End near Brick Lane, and I had a delightful 
visit to this combination shop/cafe. Upstairs there are 
some cozy chairs and intimate tables nestled into the 
Victorian decor and adorned with candlelight. In the 
basement there is a wonderful selection of vintage 
fashion and accessories, including a wide selection 
of men’s and women’s hats from the Victorian and 
Edwardian eras. 

As I made my way from my hostel toward Whitechapel 
down Brick Lane itself, I also encountered several 
other vintage and antique shops that specialized in 
different eras, but the Vintage Emporium was the best 
one I found for Steampunk style.

My original plan had been to sample at least two Ripper 
Tours while in London, but after running into six other 
tour groups on my maiden voyage, I decided it wasn’t 
necessary. The groups ranged from 12 members to more 
like 40, and they all (unsurprisingly) were stopping at 
the same places. One group was headed up by a vintage 
bobby, my guide was in waistcoat and hat, and others 
were dressed in normal street clothes.

I knew there would be at least a couple other groups 
around, but this was nuts, especially considering 
there was hardly anything to see. That area of London 
suffered a great deal during the London Blitz of 
WWII, which means there weren’t really any historic 
buildings left standing, so the tour consisted of walking 
through a long street lined with curry restaurants and 
maneuvering around construction zones. By about 30 
minutes in, the Mister and I were joking that we should 
have just stopped at the beginning for curry instead. I 
was on a tour using what they called “Ripper Vision” 
and some large historical photographs to try to enhance 
the experience, but it still fell flat for me. Ripper Vision 
employed the use of a handheld projector that the guide 
used to show photos of the victims and newspaper 
stories from the Ripper days, but he couldn’t keep 
the projector steady so I ended up actually feeling sea 
sick from all the jerking around and had to look away. 
The guide was well-versed in Ripper lore, but without 
any real sites that still looked like they did during the 
Victorian era, the information could easily have been 
ingested as a lecture or read in a book and saved my 
feet the trouble.

Whitechapel 
(Jack the Ripper)

Whistling
Shop

There are pubs and bars all over London, but with its 
gin-house vibe and Victorian decor this one will not 
fail to make an impression. They specialize in old-
timey cocktails and new variations of old favorites. The 
menu alone is worth looking at just for the throwback 
layout that resembles advertisements from the Queen 
Victoria days. The drinks are on the more expensive 
end of the spectrum, so my traveling companion and 
I only indulged in one before moving on, but my 
“Solera Evolution” old-fashioned was one of the best 
cocktails I have EVER had. They use a complex and 
ever-changing distillation process to create this drink, 
so it will be different (though I am sure still delicious) 
no matter when you visit.
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Steampunk Sourcebook:
Charles Darwin

Fun facts about Charles Darwin

• Charles Robert Darwin was born in 1809 in Shropshire, 
England. He was the fifth born of Robert and Susanna 
Darwin’s six children. Both his paternal and maternal 
grandfathers, Erasmus Darwin and Josiah Wedgewood, 
respectively, were famous for their abolitionist activities 
at the end of the 19th century.  

• He studied medicine at the University of Edinburgh 
but became fascinated by the non-human world of 
biological studies. His first animal kingdom of choice 
to study in detail was marine invertebrates, but he 
also learned taxidermy from a freed slave named John 
Edmonstone in his early days at University.

• Darwin was first introduced to the concept of 
evolution during his tenure with the Plinian Society, 
a club devoted to natural history at the University of 
Edinburgh. Darwin became deeply involved after 
his appointment in 1826, and was later elected to the 
council.

• He worked for some time at the University museum 
classifying plants before his neglect of his medical 
studies annoyed his father so much that papa Darwin 
sent him to Christ’s College on the road to become an 
Anglican parson. But rather than steering him away 
from the natural sciences, Charles found a passion for 
beetle collecting and met several supporters of Natural 
Theology. This philosophy is about using reason to 
understand the nature of God (or the gods) and his/their 
creations (nature).

• In 1831, at the age of 21, Darwin joined a scientific 
expedition. It was only meant to last for two years, but 
in the end it lasted until 1836.

• After some delays, the HMS Beagle embarked 
from England on December 27. The expedition 
circumnavigated the globe, and visiting far-off places 
with diverse ecosystems helped to further Darwin’s 
theories. He was not the official naturalist on the 
journey, but maintained a private collection.

• The most well-known part of his journey was his 
stopover in the Galapagos Islands, but the fossils of 
extinct giant sloths on the South American mainland did 
just as much to fuel his new take on evolution theory as 
the famous finches. 

• January 6, 1832: The Beagle makes it first stop on 
Tenerife Island, but the crew is not allowed to disembark 
because of the fear of cholera. 

• January 16, 1832: 23 days in the Cape Verde Islands, 
off the coast of Senegal, which at the time was a French 
colony.
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• February 28, 1832: All Saints Bay, Salvador, Brazil. 
Darwin and the Beagle’s captain, Robert FitzRoy, get 
into a heated argument about abolition after seeing 
enslaved Africans. 

• August 1832: During a survey of the Patagonian coast, 
Darwin found the fossil remains of huge creature that 
he could not identify. Experts back in Cambridge found 
them to be the bones of giant sloths. He also sent several 
teeth, beetles, and other smaller animals periodically 
from the expedition.

• December 18, 1832: Darwin has his first encounter 
with native peoples.

• March 1833: Falkland Islands. This area had only 
recently come under British control and the Beagle did 
survey work for the government. Darwin was intrigued 
by seeing a completely new set of fossils and decided 
to do comparative studies of all the specimens he had 
found so far. 

• May 1833: Darwin acquires an assistant, Syms 
Covington. Now that someone else was in charge of 
stuffing the specimens, Darwin was free to continue his 
detailed observations.

• November 1833: Darwin spent time on and off 
the sea for a stretch of a few months and completed 
overland exploration and fossil collecting. His most 
compelling discovery was finding the bones of a giant 
ground sloth that were clearly below a seashell deposit. 
He was puzzled by how this could be possible, as the 
movement of the earth’s crust through plate tectonics 
and the number of times the earth underwent climate 
change were still unknown to science. 

• February 1834: Darwin turns 25, and FitzRoy names 
the highest peak in the area Mt. Darwin in his honor.

• September 1834: Darwin is ill for several weeks with 
a fever. He stays at the home of a former classmate in 
Valapairiso, Chile.

• February 20, 1835: A massive earthquake hits  the 
region where Darwin’s group is studying and after 
investigating the island of Quiriquina he found that 
several land masses moved inches or even feet during 
the quake. This supported the theories of Charles Lyell, 
whose work was an important point of debate at the 
Plinian Society.

• July 19, 1835: The Beagle takes on provisions in 
Lima, Peru, to get ready to cross the Pacific Ocean.

• September 15, 1835: The Galapagos Archipelago is 
sighted.

• November 15, 1835: The Beagle arrives in Tahiti.

• December 21, 1835: Arrival in New Zealand.

• January 12, 1836: Arrival in Australia.

• February 5, 1836: Arrival in Tasmania.

• April 1, 1836: Arrival in the Cocos Islands, Indian 
Ocean.

• May 31, 1836: The Beagle sails around the tip of 
Africa and anchors in Simon’s Bay.

• August 6, 1836: After years at sea, the Beagle finally 
sets it sights on England.
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• October 2, 1836: The ship arrives in Britain and 
Darwin heads directly for home after four years, nine 
months and five days. 

• Darwin published his first book, widely known as The 
Voyage of the Beagle, in 1839.

Competing Theories of Evolution

• Transmutation/Transformism: It got its name from 
clchemy and the attempts to change a base metal into 
gold. It was first introduced by Jean-Baptiste Lamarck in 
his book Philosophie Zoologique (1809). In this theory, 
it was believed that “nervous fluid” drove organisms 
to greater and greater complexity. The idea that later 
generations could inherit the traits of their ancestors 
was also important, but focused more on individual 
change than any sort of larger, species-wide shifts.

• Eugenics: The word arose in 1883, but the idea of 
improving the human race through controlling our 
breeding and research on the topic started much earlier 
in the 1800s. For instance, the castration of lunatics 
and criminals in order to keep them from passing on 
their unsavory traits was advocated for long before 
Darwin’s theories were published, but it was Darwin’s 
cousin, Francis Galton, who first coined the phrase. It 
gained popularity during the early 1900s, but lost favor 
after it was used by Ernst Rudin to justify the Nazi’s 
racial politics. Nevertheless, several countries adopted 
eugenics policies, starting with the United States in the 
early 1900s and ending with Switzerland in 1975. 

• Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation: This book 
was published anonymously in 1844. It applies the 
theory of transmutation to all things, including the solar 
system. It concluded that Caucasian people were the 
pinnacle of creation, and that God’s direct intervention 
was not necessary for species to change. Darwin would 
later regard it as the work that made people open to 
his theories. Prince Albert is said to have read it to 
Queen Victoria to get her up to speed with scientific 
knowledge. After his death in 1871, Scottish publisher 

Robert Chambers was revealed to be the author.

• On The Origin of Species: Darwin had planned to 
release his treatise after his death, but he got word from 
Lyell that another Naturalist, Alfred Russell Wallace, 
was about to publish similar theories. Wallace was 
actually the one to accurately describe natural selection, 
and sent Darwin a short paper on the subject in 1858. 
Their theories were presented jointly at a Linnean 
Society meeting but did not receive the attention that 
was expected. Darwin could not attend due to the 
death of his young son by scarlet fever. His book was 
completed and published November of 1859. By the 
end of the 1860s, most scientists were in agreement that 
evolution had taken place, but there was no agreement 
as to the mechanism. The majority still believed that 
God was behind it, not natural. 

References in Steampunk Literature

• In The Strange Case of Spring-heeled Jack (2010) by 
Mark Hodder, Charles Darwin is the villainous force 
behind a mysterious plot in an alternate timeline where 
Queen Victoria was assassinated in 1840. In the world 
Hodder created, the Technologists and Eugenicists 
(with Darwin as their leader) are at war.

• In the Leviathan Trilogy by Scott Westerfield, Darwin 
not only discovered the forces behind evolution, but 
also its building blocks, DNA. In this alternate version 
of events, The Darwinists use genetics to creating 
living weapons in their war with the “Clankers,” who 
use technology.

• Many books use references to Darwin as a way to 
situate their stories in time. For instance, his name is 
mentioned in The Difference Engine as being among 
the new privileged class of intellectuals collectively 
called “savants.”

Darwin (continued)
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Fun Facts and Context

• Herbert George (H. G.) Wells (1866-1946) and his 
sci-fi classics of course predate the word “steampunk.” 
In fact, they even predate the term “science fiction.” In 
his own time, works like the Time Machine were called 
“scientific romances.”

• He was called “Bertie” by his family.

• He grew up in Bromley, a south east suburb of London. 
Evolution scientist Charles Darwin and John Lubbock 
aka Lord Avebury, the creator of bank holidays, also 
called this borough home.

• Wells’ writing was heavily influenced by his 
background in biology. In fact, the first book he ever 
published was a biology textbook, and he worked for 
the publication Nature as a young man.

• In addition to sci-fi, he also wrote extensively on 
history, eugenics, politics, the first World War, and 
social issues like Zionism. In total, he wrote more 
than 75 books and short story compilations on various 
subjects, which are in the public domain and free to 
read.

• He also had a special interest in art. He drew many 
caricatures and humoristic cartoons, which he called 
“picshuas.” His drawings were compiled and made into 
a book called The Picshuas of H.G. Wells: A Burlesque 
Diary  which was published in 2006. Before they 
were compiled, many of these funny doodles were in 
An Experiment in Autobiography: Discoveries and 

Conclusions of a Very Ordinary Brain (Since 1866), 
which Wells wrote over only a two-year period and was 
released in two volumes in 1934.

• Wells first marriage was in 1891 to his cousin, Isabel 
Mary Wells, but the couple divorced when he fell in 
love with one of his students. He married the student, 
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Amy Catherine Robbins (whose nickname was Jane) in 
1895. They remained married until Jane’s death in 1927, 
but during that time and with his wife’s permission 
Wells had several affairs with notable women. The list 
includes writers Amber Reeves and Rebecca West, who 
each bore one of his four children.

• His success saw him rubbing shoulders with world 
leaders such as Franklin D. Roosevelt and Joseph Stalin.

• Wells himself occasionally makes appearances in 
Steampunk literature, television, and movies. For 
instance, the unnamed time traveler in The Time 
Machine was given his initials in the 1960 movie. He 
made an appearance on the Canadian detective series 
Murdoch Mysteries in 2010, and consistent to his real-
life character he is the guest speaker at a Eugenics 
Society meeting (and engaging in romantic dalliances 
in spite of his marital status). A female H. G. Wells 
was an important character on the TV show Warehouse 
13 even though it takes place in the present (she was 
“bronzed” in the 20th century after her erratic behavior 
led to the death of a fellow Warehouse 12 agent).

The Best-Known Works of H. G. Wells

The Time Machine (1895)

• Short Synopsis: The main character, who is only ever 
referred to as “the time traveler” by the narrator, invites 
gentlemen of note to his home to tell them the thrilling 
tale of his adventures in the faraway past and the distant 
future. While in the year 802,701, he finds the human 
race has changed drastically and has in fact split into 
two separate species. (Read my review)

• The book was published first as a serial novella in 
a magazine in 1895, and Wells received $100 upon 
completion.

• In the original serial, Wells’ editor insisted on an extra 
stop in time and different type of human in addition to 

the Morlocks and Eloi. This section was dropped when 
the whole story was compiled into a  book, but you can 
still read the missing text at  http://en.wikisource.org/
wiki/The_Grey_Man

• This story was the first time the term “time machine” 
was ever used, but not the first story Wells wrote about 
time travel. He published a short story seven years 
earlier entitled “The Chronic Argonauts”.

• One of Wells’ many nonfiction works was also a form 
of time-travel. In his 1901 release, Anticipations of the 
Reaction of Mechanical and Scientific Progress Upon 
Human Life and Thought, he speculated about the world 
in the year 2000. Decades later he wrote another fiction 
book called The Shape of Things to Come that looked at 
events through 2106.

• Novels too wordy? You have several visual adaptations 
from which to choose. A faithful feature film was made 
in 1960, a reinterpretation starring Guy Pierce in 2002 
and it has also been reproduced as a graphic novel by 
Terry Davis.

• K. W. Jeter, the author who first coined the term 
“steampunk,” wrote a sequel called Morlock Night in 
1979. It combines elements of The Time Machine, the 
search for the lost city of Atlantis, and the legend of 
King Arthur.

The Island of Doctor Moreau (1896)

• Short Synopsis: The narrator is a monied drifter with 
a background in science. His tale starts with the sinking 
of his passenger ship, the Lady Vain, and his subsequent 
week at sea. He eventually finds himself stranded on an 
uncharted island populated by the experiments by the 
mad Doctor Moreau. 

• This was Wells’ way of weighing in on the growing 
debates about vivisection (dissection of creatures 
while they are still alive) and degeneration (seeking 
explanations for social change in biological systems).

H.G. Wells (continued)
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• There have been several movie adaptations, including 
a film directed and starred in by Tim Burton (The Island 
of Dr. Agor, 1971) when he was 13. The earliest film 
was a French silent movie released in 1911, followed 
by a Bela Lugosi piece in 1932 and a Filipino one in 
1959. Later, Marlon Brando graced the silver screen 
in the role of Dr. Moreau and a hot-off-the-Batman-set 
Val Kilmer played his assistant in a surreal, futuristic 
setting (aka 2010).

• A new version produced in conjunction by Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Warner Bros., and penned by the team 
behind Hemlock Grove, is currently in production.

• The writers of the television show Penny Dreadful 
have announced plans to integrate elements of the 
original novel into the third season.

The Invisible Man (1897)    

• Short Synopsis: A scientist devises a way to make 
the human body refract light, rendering it invisible. 
Unfortunately, he is unable to find a way to reverse the 
effect, and in his desperation he turns to a life of crime.

• It was first serialized in Pearson’s Weekly during 1897 
and came out as a novella the same year.

• Unlike Wells’ earlier novels which are told from the 
viewpoint of a first-person narrator, this book is in the 
third person.

• The first film adaptation in 1933 is hailed as one of 
the most important horror movies of all time. Though 
few of the later films follow Wells’ story, an invisible 
villain is an oft-used trope in scary movies, whereas in 
TV the protagonist sometimes uses his powers for the 
forces of good.

• Hawley Griffin, the mad scientist behind the formula, 
appears in the League of Extraordinary Gentlemen 
graphic novels and, true to Wells’ story, he is more 
often a villain than a hero even though he is a member 

of the League. For the movie, they had to create a new 
“invisible man” character named Rodney Skinner due 
to copyright issues surrounding the 1933 movie.

The War of the Worlds (1898)

• Short synopsis: The Earth is put in mortal danger 
when be-tentacled Martians and their massive walking 
death rays land in Surrey. (Read my review)

• Serialized simultaneously in Pearson’s Magazine 
(UK) and Cosmopolitan (US) in 1897. Two different US 
magazines pirated Wells’ story shortly after it concluded 
in Pearson’s and changed the setting to New York and 
Boston respectively. A year later Garret P. Serviss wrote 
a sequel called Edison’s Conquest of Mars.

• Since it was first published as a novel in 1898 it has 
never gone out of print.

• Wells was living in Surrey with his second wife when 
he wrote the book. He came up with the idea while on 
walk in the countryside. Most characters were based 
on acquaintances from the area. A statue of a Martian 
tripod can be seen at the Woking train station today.

• Most people have heard the urban legend of the mass 
hysteria caused by a 1938 Halloween radio broadcast 
of the tale. In fact, the accounts were likely exaggerated 
by the newspaper industry in an attempt to demonize 
and undermine the new radio technology and protect 
their business interests.

• There have been three full-length, live-action 
adaptations made of this story. The original one was 
made in 1953 but it was the updated, big-budget Steven 
Spielberg flick from 2005 that I saw first. Within the 
last few years, a less-touted version called War of the 
Worlds The True Story goes back to the novel’s roots 
and posits the tale as the firsthand account of one Bertie 
Wells, the last survivor of the Martian War.

• The first film spawned a TV sequel, and in the late 
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1980’s a version of events set in that present came to 
televisions everywhere.

• There have also been several movie “sequels” (often 
straight to VHS jobs) where the narrators fears are 
realized and angry Martians return to re-ignite the fight.

• On the animated front, Adam Baldwin (Firefly, Angel) 
lent his voice to an film called War of the Worlds Goliath 
in 2012.

• There is currently a short film getting ready for 
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production that will tell the story from the perspective 
of the Martians.  I’ll give you the details once the 
Kickstarter is launched.

• The events of The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen: 
Volume 2 are based on this book.

• In 2014, a Twitter user named Henry Legg live-
tweeted as if he was experiencing The War of the Worlds 
first-hand. He later tweeted that he hopes to make it 
an annual event with other Twitter users adding their 
voices to the event.

The First Men in the Moon (1901)

• Short synopsis: Thanks to a revolutionary new metal, 
two men travel to the moon and are taken prisoner 
by the insect-like inhabitants of the tunnels that run 
throughout. 

• During Wells’ time, astronomers already knew that 
the moon was made up of material similar to that of 
the Earth, but they also knew it was only about 1/3 the 
density. Their highly logical, though we know now 
totally wrong, conclusion was that the moon must be 
filled with tunnels that ran deep into the sphere. Wells 
also placed a massive lake at the center.

• The aliens, called Selenites after the goddess of the 
moon, Selena (in Greek mythology), are manipulated 
from birth to fulfill one very specific function each. The 
society is built on each member doing their single job, 
and if there is no work to be done, they are put to sleep 
to conserve resources.

• This tale has been adapted to film four times between 
1969 and 2010. The most recent, and by accounts the 
most faithful adaptation, was a made for TV movie for 
the BBC and starred Mark Gatiss, co-creator and writer 
for BBC’s Sherlock.
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Steampunk Sourcebook:
Jack the Ripper

The Murders

• In 1888 there were a string of murders in the 
Whitechapel District of London. Due to the similarities 
between the victims, modus of the murders, and the 
proximity of the crimes they were attributed to the 
same killer. There are five women who are generally 
accepted as victims of the same serial killer, but there 
easily could have been more murders that were never 
discovered, or there could have been more than one 
murderer.

Murder #1: 
Mary Ann Nichols, killed some time between 2:30 and 
3:30 a.m. on August 30, 1888. She was an alcoholic, 
which led to her separation from her husband in 1882 
and her inability to keep any other job than prostitute. 
Her throat was cut and her abdomen was mutilated. 

Murder #2: 
Annie “Dark Annie” Chapman, killed at approximately 
5:30 a.m. on September 8, 1888. After the death of one 
of her children by meningitis, she and her husband both 
became heavy drinkers and separated in 1884. Her 
husband was required by law to provide for her welfare, 
but he died in 1886 from alcohol poisoning. She tried to 
support herself through crocheting and selling flowers, 
but was also involved in prostitution.

Murder #3: 
Elizabeth “Long Liz” Stride, killed sometime between 
12:35 and 1:00 a.m. on September 30, 1888. Her 
throat was cut and her abdomen was mutilated. The 
postmortem doctor identified the weapon as a thin knife 

blade, approximately 6-8 inches in length. Like the 
other victims she and her husband separated, but she 
was a prostitute before and after her marriage fell apart.

Murder #4: 
Catherine Eddowes (aka Kate Conway and Kate Kelly), 
killed a few hours after Elizabeth Stride on September 
30, 1888. She left her first common-law husband, 
Thomas Conway, and her three children in 1880. Later, 
she took up with John Kelly and they lived together 
in a lodging house on Flower Street. The night of her 
death she was arrested for drunkenness and held at the 
Bishopsgate police station until approximately 1:30 
a.m. Within minutes she was killed on her way home. 
Her face and her abdomen were mutilated, and a piece 
of her ear as well as her kidney was taken by the killer.

Murder #5: 
Mary Jane “Fair Emma” Kelly (aka “Ginger” and 
“Black Mary”) was killed November 9, 1888. It is 
believed that the increase in police patrols accounts for 
the lag between the deaths of Eddowes and Kelly. Her 
origin is less well-documented than the other victims, 
but sources say she was the widow of a coal miner with 
the surname Davies who died in an explosion around 
1881. Like the other victims, she was a drinker and 
reportedly sang Irish songs while enjoying her gin, so 
it is believed she hailed from Ireland. Unlike the other 
victims, she was found murdered in her home around 
10:45 a.m. and the time of death was set at between 
6 and 8 a.m. that morning. Her body was extensively 
mutilated, the coroner believed the murderer took more 
than two hours to complete his task.
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• During press coverage, the killer was most often 
referred to as “The Whitechapel Murderer” or “Leather 
Apron” because of the aprons worn by butchers. The 
name “Jack” became connected to the murders after 
letters began to arrive at news outlets and signed by 
that name. 

• The five canonized Ripper killings occurred between 
August and November of 1888, but police continued 
to investigate a total of 11 murders that they suspected 
were linked up until 1891.

The Suspects

• Historians and hobbyists alike have speculated over the 
identity of The Ripper, and some sources say as many 
as 500 different people (including at least one woman) 
have come under suspicion. Many of these people were 
not suspects during the actual investigation and that is 
far too many to talk about here to I will only highlight 
the most well-known and/or plausible. 

• According to some, Jack’s identity was already 
discovered in 2014 — or was it? A silk shawl that 
supposedly belonged to one of the victims underwent 
DNA testing starting in 2007. In 2014, a book by 
Russell Edwards detailed the findings of scientist Jari 
Louhelainen, who claims to have definitive evidence 
that identifies Aaron Kominski as the notorious 
murderer.  Kominski came under suspicion in 1888 at 
the age of 23 and died in a mental institution 30 years 
later. Unfortunately, Louhelainen made at least two 
major errors in his analysis that were brought to light in 
October 2014, rendering the conclusions useless. The 
search continues.

• Others think that the Jack the Ripper conspiracy 
went all the way to the highest levels of government. 
Spoiler alert! In the 2001 Johnny Depp flick called 
From Hell, Jack is in fact Prince Edward “Eddy” 
Victor, aka “grandson” to queen Victoria. According to 
the theory, Eddy impregnated a low-class girl (and a 
Catholic no less!) and to avoid the scandal, the queen 

ordered the matter be “taken care of.” Annie Crook 
and her royal offspring are spirited away by the royal 
physician, John Gull, but her friends like Mary Kelly 
are making too much noise about the disappearance and 
must be silenced. The serial killer who hates prostitutes 
is created to cover the real scandal and claims many 
victims.

• Others actually suspect John Gull himself as the 
murderer because of the precision of the cuts made 
to the victims and the fact that Jack was never caught 
points to some kind of conspiracy in the minds of many 
enthusiasts. 

• One of the more likely suspects is Seweryn Klosowski 
(aka George Chapman), a Polish-born Jew who had only 
been in Whitechapel a short time before the murders 
began. In 1903 he was convicted on three counts of 
murder and hanged for killing his wives. This would 
seem to make him a very good suspect indeed, but he 
killed his known victims with poison, not brutality, and 
serial murderers rarely change their modus operandi.

• John Pizer was arrested in 1888 for the murders, 
but was later let go because he had alibis (including 
talking to a policeman) during two of the five canonical 
murders. The Sergeant who arrested him, William 
Thicke, allegedly had personal animosity against Pizer 
and no evidence whatsoever. Pizer sought reparations 
from at least one of the news outlets that reported he 
was the murderer. Thicke was later accused as being 
The Ripper in a letter sent to The Home Office, but this 
was likely a hoax and was never followed up on by the 
authorities. 

Jack the Ripper in Literature

• Gotham by Gaslight (1989) pits Jack against Batman 
in Gotham City.

• In the Steampunk Chronicles series by Kady Cross, 
Jack is a character.

Jack the Ripper (continued)
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Jack the Ripper illustration

• Ripper (2012), by Stefan Petrucha, follows the quest 
of young man from New York City to find his father 
in London, but instead finds himself in the middle of a 
murder investigation. 

• Ripper (2012), by Amy Carol Reeves, is about a 
young woman who is volunteering at a Whitechapel 
hospital and has visions of the Ripper’s murders before 
they happen.

• Many Steampunk books use references to the 
Whitechapel Murders as a way to situate their stories 
in time.

Jack the Ripper in Other Media

• Ripper Street is a BBC show about rebuilding 
Whitechapel in the wake of the Ripper killings. It began 
in 2012 and the third season is airing as of now (January 
2015).

Jack the Ripper (continued)
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• Time After Time (1979) Jack the Ripper uses H. G. 
Wells time machine to escape his own time and is 
pursued by Wells to San Francisco, CA.

• From Hell (2001) Johnny Depp and Heather Graham 
star in this film that takes its name from one of the 
famous Ripper letters that were sent to the press. 

• Progress is a webseries that operates in an alternative 
Victorian London where there is already a steam-
powered internet. You can watch the first three episodes 
for free at www.progresstheseries.com.

Be extraodrinary everyday.

worldofpennyblake.wordpress.com



Steampunk Sourcebook:
Sherlock Holmes

Fun Facts and Context:

• The Strand Magazine, where Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
first published his Sherlock Holmes tales as individual 
short stories and serialized novels, was founded the 
same year that the great detective debuted. It was 
a monthly digest that included fiction by many of 
Victoriana’s stars including Conan Doyle’s brother-in-
law, E. W. Hornung, author of 26 short stories starring 
A. J. Raffles, “gentleman thief.” 

• Sherlock Holmes was not the only detective to solve 
mysteries within the pages of The Strand Magazine. J. 
E. Preston Muddock wrote a series about his character, 
Dick Donovan, and at the time enjoyed as much 
popularity as Conan Doyle. Later, Agatha Christie’s 
Hercule Poirot also graced its pages.  

• Arthur Conan Doyle was only paid 25 GBP for his first 
Sherlock novel. In later years he received 50 GBP per 
short story, and then 1,000 GBP for a set of six. Sources 
agree that he drove up the price of his work because 
he wanted to get out of the detective novel  business 
and focus on “higher pursuits” like the promotion of 
Spiritualism.

• Arthur Conan Doyle tried to kill off his hero in “The 
Final Problem” (1893), but the fans, including his own 
mother (not to mention his pocket book) couldn’t let 
Holmes go. 

• All of the Sherlock Holmes short stories and novels 
are now in the public domain.

Story Synopses 

There are 56 short stories and four novels by Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, and to write a full summary of each 
would spoil the fun for you as a reader. The hope of 
these short synopses is to help jog your memory when 
you can’t remember the title of a tale you have already 
read, or to entice you to check out a story that you 
have not had a chance to experience yet. Depending 
on the edition you are using, these stories may be in a 
different configuration. The order listed below is from 
the original printing of the compilations.
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The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (compiled 1891)

Dates: First published serially in The Strand Magazine 
1891-1892 (set between 1888 and 1890)

1. “A Scandal in Bohemia” (set in 1888) - Sherlock 
is approached by the King of Bohemia because his 
impending nuptials may be put in danger by a former 
lover. 

2. “The Adventure of the Red-Headed League” (set in 
1890) - A confused man seeks Holmes’ aid after his 
employer, The Red-Headed League, suddenly closes. 

3. “A Case of Identity” (set in 1888) - A young woman 
hires Sherlock to investigate the disappearance of her 
fiance, who has a strange way of communicating with 
her. 

4. “The Boscombe Valley Mystery” (set in 1889 - 
Inspector Lestrade reluctantly brings Sherlock and 
Watson into a murder investigation he believes to be an 
open and shut case. 

5. “The Five Orange Pips” (set in 1887) - The remaining 
member of a family with a history of “tragic accidents” 
fears he may be next in line for murder.

6. “The Man with the Twisted Lip” (set in 1889) - A 
woman sees her husband yanked into the window of a 
strange building, but when the room is searched only 
his clothes can be found.

7. “The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle” (set in 1890) 
- After a spectacular and recently pilfered jewel is found 
in the crop of a mugging victim’s Christmas goose, 
Holmes sets out to solve the mystery of the jewel thief 
and his strange choice of hiding places. 

8. “The Adventure of the Speckled Band” (set in 1883) 
- A young woman dies in her own chambers muttering 
something about a “speckled band,” and her sister fears 
she may be next.

9. “The Adventure of the Engineer’s Thumb” (set in 
1889) - An engineer loses his thumb as he flees for his 
life from a mysterious job in the country. 

10. “The Adventure of the Noble Bachelor” (set in 1887) 
- In between the wedding ceremony and the reception, a 
bride disappears and her husband is left perplexed. 

11. “The Adventure of the Beryl Coronet” (set in 1890) 
- A valuable piece of jewelry is found in the hands of 
the young man of the house, but Holmes believes him 
to be innocent.

12. “The Adventure of the Copper Beeches” (set in 
1890) - A governess becomes suspicious of her employer 
when she thinks she is meant to be impersonating his 
daughter as part of her duties. 

The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes (1892)

Dates: Many of the stories were first published in The 
Strand Magazine between 1892 and 1893 (set between 
1875 and 1891)

1. “Silver Blaze” (setting unknown) - A racehorse that 
is the clear favorite to win goes missing the night before 
the big race.

2. “The Adventure of the Cardboard Box” (set in 1888) 
- When a parcel containing two human ears is delivered 
and Lestrade thinks it is a hoax, Sherlock finds out that 
a much more serious crime has been committed.

3. “The Adventure of the Yellow Face” (set in 1888) - A 
husband grows suspicious of his wife after she installs 
a yellow-masked stranger in a cottage nearby. (This is 
one of the rare cases where Holmes gets it wrong.)

4. “The Adventure of the Stockbroker’s Clerk” (set 
in 1889) - When a job sounds too good to be true, a 
clerk seeks Holmes’ aid to discover the truth about his 
employers.

Sherlock Holmes (continued)
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5. “The Adventure of the Gloria Scott” (set in 1875 
when Holmes was in college) - Holmes solves the 
mystery of a dying father’s checkered past for a friend. 

6. “The Adventure of the Musgrave Ritual” (set in 
1879 and narrated by Holmes) - In one of his first-ever 
cases, Holmes unlocks the secret to a document that 
means nothing to the owner, but has piqued the butler’s 
interest. 

7. “The Adventure of the Reigate Puzzle” (or, the Reigate 
Squire, set in 1887) - During what was supposed to be a 
restful retreat in the country with a friend of Dr. Watson, 
Holmes uses his deductive powers and capitalizes on a 
recent illness to solve a murder most foul. 

8. “The Adventure of the Crooked Man” (set in 1888) - 
It appears a man has been murdered by his wife during 
an argument in a locked room, but Holmes has other 
ideas. 

9. “The Adventure of the Resident Patient” (set in 1881) 
- A young doctor is perplexed by a Russian patient 
whose presence causes his live-in benefactor to grow 
more and more paranoid.

10. “The Adventure of the Greek Interpreter” (set in 
1888) - In Mycroft Holmes’ first appearance, he brings 
a strange tale of kidnapping and coercion to Sherlock’s 
attention. 

11. “The Adventure of the Naval Treaty” (set in 1889) 
- An important document goes missing, but even two 
months later the predicted consequences of its sale to a 
foreign power have not come to pass. 

12. “The Adventure of the Final Problem” (aka “The 
Final Problem,” set in 1891) - Professor Moriarty 
warns Holmes to back off or be crushed by his criminal 
network, but Sherlock can’t let the Napolean of Crime 
get away with his dastardly plots. 

The Return of Sherlock Holmes

Dates: Published in The Strand Magazine between 
1903-1904. (set between 1894-1900)

1. “The Adventure of the Empty House” (set in 1894) - 
Even after Holmes’ death at the end of “The Adventure 
of the Final Problem” Watson retains his interest in 
solving crimes, which brings him to a murder scene 
where he literally bumps into Holmes in disguise.

2. “The Adventure of the Norwood Builder” (set in 
1894) - When a man thinks he has been framed for 
murder, he needs Sherlock to exonerate him in the face 
of a mountain of incriminating evidence, including 
a bloody fingerprint belonging to the accused that 
mysteriously appears after the crime scene has already 
been investigated by both Holmes and Lestrade.

3. “The Adventure of the Dancing Men” (set in 1898)  
- A man makes a promise to his new wife to never look 
into her checkered past, but he can’t ignore the strange 
drawings of dancing men that appear around their 
property and seem to be driving her mad with anxiety.

4. “The Adventure of the Solitary Cyclist” (set in 1895) 
- A music teacher hired under strange circumstances is 
followed almost daily by a stranger on a bicycle, so she 
enlists Holmes to get to the bottom of it.

5. “The Adventure of the Priory School” (1901) - A boy 
from a rich family goes missing from his school, but it 
is unclear if it is a kidnapping or if something else is 
afoot.

6. “The Adventure of Black Peter” (set in 1895) - A 
family seeks Holmes aid to find the truth when a man is 
murdered in his “cabin” in the yard.

7. “The Adventure of Charles Augustus Milverton” (set 
in 1899) - Holmes goes undercover to stop a notorious 
blackmailer.

Sherlock Holmes (continued)

Steam Tour: An American Steampunk in London

40



8. “The Adventure of the Six Napoleans” (set in 1900) 
- Lestrade brings Holmes onto a seemingly innocuous 
case where several statues of Napolean I are being 
smashed in different part of the city, but it turns out to 
be a very interesting problem.

9. “The Adventure of the Three Students” (set in 1895) 
- A prof’s proofs are found out of place in his office, 
and the cheater must be found before the exam.

10. “The Adventure of the Golden Pince-Nez” (set 
in 1894) - Holmes solves the murder of an old man 
without an enemies and only has one real clue to go on; 
the pair of pince-nez left behind at the scene.

11. “The Adventure of the Missing Three-Quarter” (set 
in 1896) - The key player on the Cambridge rugby team 
goes missing a few days before the big game against 
Oxford.

12. “The Adventure of the Abbey Grange” (set in 1897) 
- Holmes is annoyed when he is called in to a case that 
appears to be a burglary gone bad, but upon further 
examination the case is far more interesting. 

13. “The Adventure of the Second Stain” (set in 1888) 
- The Prime Minister comes to Sherlock to find a 
document that could mean war for Britain if it is not 
recovered. 

His Last Bow (also known as The Reminiscences of 
Sherlock Holmes)

Dates: The stories were published between 1908-1917 
and set between 1890-1914.

1. “The Adventure of Wisteria Lodge” (set in 1892)  

- Part 1, “The Singular Experience of Mr. John Eccles”: 
A new client is in the middle of telling his story when 
the police burst in and arrest him as their prime suspect 
after his distracted host at the Wisteria Lodge is found 
beaten to death.

- Part 2, “The Tiger of San Pedro”: The murdered man 
had received a note shortly before his death but before 
Holmes can speak to the writer the murderer tries to 
abduct her.

2. “The Adventure of the Cardboard Box” (see 
“Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes”) appears as the second 
story in some compilations.

3. “The Adventure of the Red Circle” (set in 1902) 
- A landlady approaches Holmes to figure out the story 
behind her mysterious lodger who receives strange 
signals in the night and she suspects only narrowly 
escaped an attempted kidnapping.

4. “The Adventure of the Bruce-Parlington Plans” (set 
in 1895) - A government official is found on the train 
tracks, but Mycroft brings in Holmes to investigate 
what appears to be a case with an obvious cause of 
death because of the nature of the dead man’s work.

5. “The Adventure of the Dying Detective” (aka “The 
Dying Detective,” set in 1890) - Holmes is down but 
not out due to a terrible disease that was also used in a 
murder.

6. “The Disappearance of Lady Frances Carfax” (set 
in 1901) - In this globetrotting adventure, Watson does 
most of the investigating when a lady goes missing 
after her religious beliefs are used to manipulate her.

7. “The Adventure of the Devil’s Foot” (set in 1897)
- Holmes’ health is declining, and when he goes to 
the country to convalesce he becomes embroiled in a 
mystery where a game of whist goes very, very wrong.

8. “His Last Bow” (set in 1914) - Holmes comes out 
of a retirement full of bee-keeping for a case involving 
international intrigue between Britain and Germany. 

The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes

Dates: This book was compiled of short stories 

Sherlock Holmes (continued)
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published between 1921-1927.

1. “The Adventure of the Mazarin Stone” (set in 1903) 
- Holmes employs a wax dummy to act as a decoy 
to protect him from assassination attempts while 
investigating a stolen Crown Jewel.

2. “The Problem of Thor Bridge” (set in 1900) - Even 
in the face of damning evidence, Holmes is engaged 
to exonerate a governess when her employer is found 
dead from a gunshot with the “smoking gun” in the 
governess’ room. 

3. “The Adventure of the Creeping Man” (set in 1903)
- After a man starts to act strangely, his own dog attacks 
him and his daughter and son-in-law-to-be ask Holmes 
to solve the mystery of his weird behavior.

4. “The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire” (set in 
1896) - An infant is found with a wound on his neck, 
and witnesses say they’ve seen his mother sucking his 
blood in the night. 

5. “The Adventure of the Three Garridebs” (set in 1902) 
- Holmes is hired to locate men with the last name 
“Garrideb” in order for them to split a large inheritance, 
but something that seems straightforward is in truth one 
of the most interesting cases of Holmes’ career.

6. “The Adventure of the Illustrious Client” (set in 
1902) - An unidentified, but more than likely royal, 
client needs Holmes to reveal the truth behind a rascal 
who “ruins” women and is interested is wooing the 
client’s daughter.

7. “The Adventure of the Three Gables” (set in 1903)
- A lady is approached by someone who wants to buy 
her house and everything in it, and a gang of thugs is 
hired to ensure her cooperation.

8. “The Adventure of the Blanched Soldier” (set in 
1903) - A former soldier is on the hunt for his army 
buddy, especially after visiting his friend’s family estate 

Sherlock Holmes (continued)
and supposedly a pale face peering through his window 
while on the property.

9. “The Adventure of the Lion’s Mane” (set in 1907) 
- While Holmes is visiting a friend who is headmaster 
at a prep school one of the teachers staggers into their 
midst and dies on the spot aftermumbling something 
about a lion’s mane.

10. “The Adventure of the Retired Colourman” (set in 
1898) - When a man’s wife and his savings mysteriously 
disappear (along with his neighbor), a retired art supply 
dealer enlists Holmes’ aid.

11. “The Adventure of the Veiled Lodger” (set in 1896) 
- A female lodger is hiding more than just her face in 
this tragic tale involving a circus gone awry decades 
earlier.

12. “The Adventure of Shoscombe Old Place” (set in 
1902) - Holmes uses the behavior of animals to aid his 
deductive process surrounding the mysterious events at 
the stables of Shoscombe.

Novels

A Study in Scarlet
Dates: First published in Beeton’s Christmas Annual in 
1887, and released as a novel in 1888. 

The story is set in 1881. This was the first appearance 
of Sherlock Holmes, and it features the first meeting 
of Holmes and Watson. Though the story did not meet 
with wide appeal at the beginning, it is now one of the 
most famous of the Sherlock Holmes tales. This murder 
mystery centers around the discovery of a body with 
the word “rache” beside it written in blood of the victim 
during his last moments. The first half of the book is the 
account of Dr. Watson about solving the case, and the 
second half gives the backstory for the circumstances 
of the murder.
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The Sign of Four
Dates: Published in 1890, set in 1888.

Mary Morstan, who later becomes Mary Watson and 
is sometimes referenced by Dr. Watson in later stories, 
asks Holmes to investigate the strange circumstances of 
her father’s disappearance and a mysterious benefactor 
who has been sending her pearls for several years.

The Hound of the Baskervilles
Dates: Published in 1902, set in 1889.

A family legend rears its ugly and howling head on the 
lonely moorland, and murder abounds.

The Valley of Fear
Dates: First published as a serial in The Strand Magazine 
from 1914-1915, and later compiled into a novel.

Sherlock Holmes (continued)

Steam Tour: An American Steampunk in London

Professor Moriarty is at the center of a murder mystery, 
and Holmes vows to bring him to justice.

Steampunk Adaptations and Character References 
in Literature:

• Doc Savage: His Apocalyptic Life and Tarzan Alive!, 
by American sci-fi author Philip Jose Farmer, make 
references to Holmes, attributing his amazing powers 
of deduction as well as the amazing powers of many of 
the other “great Victorians” to the Wold Cottage meteor 
(1795).

• Steampunk Holmes: The Legacy of the Nautilus, by P. 
C. Martin, takes place in alternate 1885 where Sherlock 
is aided by his cyborg sidekick Watson and a female 
Mycroft to thwart evil-doers in their attempt to use the 
technology of Captain Nemo’s Nautilus for nefarious 
purposes. This book was also made into an interactive 
app that won an award in 2013. It is available free of 
charge through the iTunes app store.

• The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen graphic 
novels by Alan Moore, as well as the 2013 movie by the 
same name, features Holmes’ nemesis, Professor James 
Moriarty, as a villain.

Steampunk Adaptations and References in Other 
Media:

• Sherlock Holmes (2009)

• Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows (2011)

• Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes (2009)

• The Canadian television series Murdoch Mysteries 
(2008-2015) features Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and an 
unstable but brilliant young man who believes himself 
to be Sherlock Holmes as recurring characters.
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Steampunk Sourcebook:
Around the World in 80 Days

Le Tour du monde en quatre-vingts jours  was Jules 
Verne’s 11th novel; like many of the time it was first 
presented in a serialized format before it was compiled 
into a book in 1873. It was accompanied by the 
illustrations of Alphonse de Neuville, a French painter 
known for his depictions of the Franco-Prussian War. 

I chose to do an in-depth article on Around the World 
in 80 Days mostly as an excuse to watch the 1956 
movie again that I remembered from my childhood, but 
of course I needed to start with the text itself. I really 
expected to adore this book and it had all the makings 
of greatness, but all and all I’d say this one isn’t a must-
read except for the most devoted Steampunk or Jules 
Verne fan. The voice of the narration is inconsistent and 
swings between third-person omniscient and totally 
opaque, especially when it comes to Detective Fix who 
is pursuing Fogg through his journey on suspicion of 
bank robbery. 

I also felt like the action, the real meat of the adventure, 
was often treated as a footnote with very little 
description, whereas the reader must sit through several 
pages of Mormon history and detailed itineraries of 
exactly where their train is stopping. For instance, 
Passepartout is taken hostage by the Sioux during the 
trek across America, but all we know of the daring 
rescue is that Fix paced a lot while waiting. There are 
definitely gaps to fill and some authors and filmmakers 
have endeavored to do just that. I can see where this 
book would appeal to the readers of Verne’s time, who 
could not dream of traveling to such far-off places, but 
for the modern reader it drags.

One thing I found very interesting about this book 
is that the author was French but the main character 
was English. Phileas Fogg, with his completely rigid 
personality is more like a caricature of an Englishman 
than a real person. His valet, Passepartout, on the other 
hand, is French and has an strange history and much 
more mercurial personality. I can’t help but wonder if 
Verne was deliberately juxtaposing the nationality of 
these characters as well as allowing them to serve as 
foils. 

In the 1956 movie, Passepartout is played by Mexican 
actor Cantinflas and the character was given a Spanish 
heritage instead, which facilitated an additional stop 
in Spain during the trek across the globe in the film.  

44

The Reform Club



Steam Tour: An American Steampunk in London

Cantinflas (no, he really doesn’t have a last name) 
was a perfect pick for Passepartout and played the 
part brilliantly, but the choice did downplay some of 
the French vs. English cultural difference that I believe 
Verne had deliberately highlighted. 

Timeline of the Story

• September 28, 1872: Bank of England is robbed. 
50,000 GBP is stolen. This is the equivalent of four 
million GBP or 6.2 million USD today. 

• October 1, 1872: Phileas Fogg hires Passepartout as 
his new valet after his old valet gets the temperature of 
his shaving water wrong. Fogg goes from his home on 
Saville Row to the Reform Club as usual, and during a 
discussion about a new stretch of railroad in India he is 
drawn into a bet with his friends. With the hefty sum of 
20,000 GBP (1.6 million today) on the line, he agrees to 

travel around the world and return at the same time 80 
days later on December 21, 1872.

• October 2, 1872: Fogg and Passepartout leave England 
by train. 

• October 9, 1872: After a brief stopover in France, the 
travelers reach Suez, Egypt and meet Detective Fix for 
the first time. He is on the trail of the bank robber, and 
Fogg’s erratic behavior and passing resemblance to the 
vague description of the burglar make him a suspect. 
They leave Suez by ship with Fix in tow.

• October 20, 1872: The travelers arrive in Bombay, 
India, two days ahead of schedule. Passepartout 
wanders into a temple and is chased out by the monks 
for not removing his shoes. He arrives at the platform 
and boards a train bound for Calcutta just in time.

80 Days (continued)
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• October 22, 1872: Fogg’s train can go no further 
because the railway is unfinished, despite what the 
newspapers say. They manage to hire a guide called 
Parseeand an elephant named Kiouni to carry them on 
toward Calcutta.

• October 24, 1872: While traveling through the jungle, 
the travelers encounter a ceremony where a young 
bride, Aouda, is being prepared to follow her aged 
husband into death. She cannot struggle because of 
the influence of drugs, so she is rescued by Fogg and 
another traveling companion after Passepartout creates 
a diversion by posing as the deceased man’s body 
and “rising from the dead” to scare the natives. They 
escape by means of their trusty elephant and continue 
to Calcutta.

• October 25, 1872: The travelers arrive in Calcutta with 
five hours to spare to remain on their original itinerary 
despite the delay. As soon as they arrive Passepartout 
is arrested for his transgression in Bombay and both 
he and Fogg are taken into custody. They use some 
of Fogg’s considerable cash resources to pay off his 
valet’s debt and make the noon ship bound for Hong 
Kong. Aouda continues on the journey because India is 
no longer safe for her, and she knows of family living in 
China. Fix, still without a warrant but with high hopes 
for Britain’s Easternmost colony, tags along in secret.

• November 7, 1872: The travelers arrive in Hong 
Kong. Unfortunately, Aouda’s family member had 
already moved away from Hong Kong years earlier. 
While out getting supplies for the next step of the 
journey, Passepartout gets news of an earlier departure 
time for their vessel. Fix still has not received his 
warrant for Fogg’s arrest and is determined to keep 
him from leaving British soil. Fix invites Passepartout 
out for a farewell drink and gets him to try opium. 
The valet becomes so besotted that he falls asleep and 
Fogg does not hear about the new travel arrangements. 
In his delirium, Passepartout says the name of the 
disembarking ship and is brought there and installed in 
his master’s cabin. He awakes the next morning to find 

that he has left his master behind, but determined to 
rejoin him somewhere along his route and alert him to 
the danger that Fix represents. Fogg hires a small vessel 
called the Tankadere to carry he and Aouda to Shanghai 
to catch the ferry to Yokohama at its next port.

• November 13, 1872: Passepartout arrives penniless in 
Yokohama, Japan. He seeks for ways to continue his 
journey to America to intercept Fogg by offering his 
services to the owner of a traveling circus. He is hired as 
an acrobat and during his first performance is astounded 
to see Fogg and Aouda in the audience, having also 
arrived in Yokohama after flagging down the American 
vessel in the port of Shanghai. Fix continues to travel 
with Fogg, who is covering all of his expenses.

• November 23, 1872: Fogg and company pass the 
180th meridian, which marks the halfway point of their 
circumnavigation of the planet.

• December 3, 1872: The travelers reach San Francisco 
and are caught up in a political rally where Fogg has a 
confrontation with an American named Colonel Stamp 
Proctor. Fix steps in to help because he needs Fogg 
to return to England before he can be arrested. The 
company boards a train that evening intent upon using 
the Transcontinental Railway to reach New York.

80 Days (continued)
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• December 7, 1872: Fogg runs into Colonel Proctor 
on the train and a duel ensues. It is interrupted by an 
attack on the train by the Sioux tribe. Passepartout is 
taken hostage and Fogg, Fix and Aouda are left behind 
when the train continues on its route as they attempt 
to devise a rescue mission. With the help of American 
soldiers stationed nearby, Fogg retrieves Passepartout 
and the travelers are forced to continue by way of a 
wind-powered sledge to Omaha in hopes of catching 
another train.

• December 9, 1872: Arrive in Omaha and board a train 
for Chicago.

• December 10, 1872: Arrive in Chicago and board a 
train for New York.

• December 11, 1872: Arrive 45 minutes late for their 
steamship from New York to Liverpool. 

• December 12, 1872: The party boards a ship bound 
for Bordeaux with little hope of arriving in London 
before the December 21 deadline, but it is the only ship 
leaving with a destination even close to England. 

• December 16, 1872: Fogg proceeds to buy the ship 
from the captain and throw all of the wooden parts into 
the furnace to fuel their journey. He redirects the sip to 
bring them to Liverpool, England.

• December 21, 1872: With six hours to reach 
London in order to win the bet, Fogg and co. arrive in 
Liverpool. They would have just enough time to beat 
their deadline, but now that they have finally arrived 
on English soil, Fix arrests Fogg. It doesn’t take long 
to find out the real bank robber had been caught during 
the mad dash around the world, but the short delay is 
just enough to lose the wager for Fogg. He arrives in 
London 5 minutes late.

• Actually, December 21, 1872: The party gained an 
entire day during their journey, but they have yet to 
realize it. Aouda proposes marriage to Fogg and he 

heartily accepts. They intend to marry that very day and 
send Passepartout for the parson. When he arrives at the 
parson’s door he says he cannot perform the ceremony 
at that time because it is Sunday and he was busy on 
church business. Passepartout races back to Saville 
Row and whisks Fogg away to the Reform Club, where 
he arrives exactly on time to win the wager. 

References in Steampunk Literature & Other Media

• Philip Jose Farmer wrote The Other Log of Phileas 
Fogg as part of his Wold Newton Universe. In it, Fogg is 
the foster child of an alien and Captain Nemo is aligned 
with another race of aliens. The bet and journey around 
the world were an elaborate cover story to disguise 
Fogg’s quest for an alien artefact that would change the 
tide of the war between the two competing races.

• In 2004, martial arts expert and comedic actor Jackie 
Chan played Passepartout opposite Steven Coogan 
(Night at the Museum, Despicable Me 2) as Phileas 
Fogg in a new adaptation of the novel. 

• In 2014, a game called 80 Days was launched by Inkle 
Development Company. It is an interactive game that 
blends the story and retro-futuristic technology.

• Also in 2014, Ben Steele released a version of Around 
the World in 80 Days (a Steampunk Reimagining) with 
illustrations by Josh Ross. It includes “lost” content and 
a board game. 

• The Steampunk Symposium in April of 2015 is going 
to feature the theme “Around the World in 48 Hours” as 
an homage to Verne’s work.

80 Days (continued)
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Steampunk Sourcebook:
Ghost Stories & Spiritualism

Ghost stories appear in the folklore of countries all 
over the world, but ghosts as we think of them today in 
America and the UK where the majority of Steampunk 
stories occur, have their roots in Spiritualism. Some 
people treated Spiritualism like a religion and others 
viewed it more as a science but either way it is based 
on the belief that spirits are hanging around waiting 
to have conversations with the living, and they do so 
by knocking on tables, moving around objects, and 
occasionally even taking mediums clothes off. They 
speak through people who claim a supernatural ability 
or through the use of hypnotized volunteers (and very 
rarely say “wooooOOOOoooo”).

I learned most of what I know about the Spiritualist 
movement from a wonderful and funny book by my 
favorite non-fiction writer and former Wired Magazine 
columnist, Mary Roach. She has written several books 
worth reading, but for the skinny on communicating (or 
pretending to communicate) with the dead, you must 
read Spook: Science Tackles the Afterlife.

Many notable historical Brits, such as Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle and Queen Vicky herself, were taken in by the 
“evidence” of spirits among us. But, most folks point 
to a happening in New York in 1848 where two sisters 
supposedly contacted a ghost as the beginning. Four 
years later, mediums started popping up in England and 
conducting seances. By the late Victorian period many 
people claimed to have communicated with the dead, 
and women dominated the medium business. 

In a time when class division and a clearly patriarchal 
society predominated, Spiritualism was movement that 
crossed these boundaries and brought people from all 
walks of life into its fold. There were even pamphlets, 
newspapers and public spectacles for the spiritually-
inclined during the 1860s.

Victorian households were also the perfect setting 
for seances and ghost stories. Often the homes of the 
aristocracy had been inhabited for generations, and 
these old mansions and castles had creaking floorboards, 
unexplained drafts and gaslights. We now know that 
leaks from these lights, as well as the CO2 they emit, 
could cause hallucinations and the occasional fainting 
spell, not to mention their light did not reach all of 
the dark corners of a room. These homes often were 
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equipped with “secret” passageways for servants to pass 
through unseen, so there was a very real possibility of 
someone popping out at you with no notice, be it servant, 
medium, or “apparition.” Contacting the “beyond” was 
often conducted during private parlor sessions in one 
of these old houses. Besides contacting deceased loved 
ones, many of these sessions were specifically designed 
to contact famous people, and Charles Dickens (who 
died in 1870) was one of the most popular spirits to 
contact. In addition to speaking through the mouths of 
mediums, ghosts would sometimes also use a typewriter 
or the like to pen a message from the beyond. Dickens 
died before he finished his last novel, and in 1873 an 
American author claimed to have been contacted by 
his spirit who dictated the ending of the story. Thus the 
term “ghost writer” was born.

Charles Dickens, of course, wrote one of the most 
famous ghost stories of all time: A Christmas Carol. 
Leading up to Victorian times, it was common to tell 
ghost stories around the dwindling light of a fire during 
the holidays, but before the 1840s they were rarely 
written down. Ruth Robbins, professor of English 
literature at Leeds Metropolitan University, attributes 
the popularity of ghost stories and their transition from 
oral to written tradition to the rise of periodicals during 
the era. By the 1850s, these magazines had become 
hugely popular. They needed a massive amount of 
content to be competitive so ghost stories began to 
be recorded en masse. A Christmas Carol was first 
published in this way in 1843, but other authors, such 
as Wilkie Collins, Elizabeth Gaskell, and Edgar Allen 
Poe, also found a platform for their creepy stories in 
periodicals.

I have read several ghost stories from this era, and the 
thing that struck me the most was how they actually 
weren’t particularly scary. Usually, they were told by 
a first-person narrator so this eliminated the possibility 
that the protagonist would fall victim to a spirit. They 
were often reported in a very straightforward manner 
and without trying to build suspense. Instead, they were 
often morality tales about the mistreatment of women 

Ghosts (continued)

and children or the guilty conscience of an old man (not 
unlike A Christmas Carol in that respect). So if you are 
looking for a good scare, I would avoid the stories from 
the earlier end of the spectrum. 

One of the scariest things I ever saw was a stage 
adaptation of The Woman in Black. It was written 
in 1983 by Susan Hill, but takes place during the 
Edwardian era. This story does a great job of blending 
the historical setting and a more modern notion of a 
horror story. Daniel Radcliffe starred as the main 
character, Arthur Kipps, in a 2012 film adaptation, and 
the sequel was just released in January 2015. The film 
lived up to my expectations and led to many a gasp, as 
well as an unfortunate incident with my laptop when I 
jumped from fright and knocked it off the table. Modern 
filmmakers have become experts in the art of building 
suspense and surprising their audiences, and I highly 
recommend this interpretation of an Edwardian spooky 
story.
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Steampunk Sourcebook:
“Egyptomania” in Victorian England

The love affair of Western Europe with ancient Egypt 
can be traced to Napoleon’s invasion of Alexandria 
in 1798. Until starting to research this topic, I had 
always thought of the French mission to Egypt as an 
“expedition” but in truth it was a military maneuver 
aimed at weakening British control of the Mediterranean 
Sea and cutting them off from their Indian colonies. If 
Napoleon’s forces had only contained soldiers, we may 
never have become so enchanted with the ancients, 
but he also brought engineers, scientists and cultural 
historians to document and describe what they found. 

By July 21, 1798, the French troops had reached the 
Great Pyramids and driven the Egyptian military 
into Syria.Within a year the British retaliated by 
systematically destroying Napoleon’s ships in The 
Battle of the Nile and the local population revolted 
against their new French overseers. The Egyptian 
uprising in Cairo was quashed, but people all over 
Egypt were taking up arms against “the stubborn 
infidels and unbridled rascals.” Also, the Ottomans in 
Constantinople got wind of France’s defeat at sea and 
saw it as an opportunity to strike another blow. When 
the Ottoman forces were discovered only 10 miles over 
the Syrian border, Napoleon attacked, and his forces 
were eventually repelled out of Egypt on February 5, 
1799. They returned for a brief time four months later, 
but Bonaparte eventually left Egypt for good in August 
of the same year to save 

Even though their time in Egypt was short, France left 
the situation far from empty-handed. The savants in 
Napoleon’s employ conducted meticulous surveys of 
animals, plants, topography, local industry, and trades. 

Their exploration led them to discover ancient and 
forgotten burial grounds and temples at Luxor, Philae, 
and the Valley of the Kings. Everything about these sites 
were measured and recorded (not to mention looted) 
for posterity. Even with only a year to collect data and 
objects, the savants had gathered enough materials to 
publish a 23-volume reference book, called Description 
de l’Egypte between, 1809 and 1828.

The unearthing of the Rosetta Stone, probably the most 
notable archaeological discovery in history, occurred 
only a month before the French retreat, but like so 
many of the objects they collected, it fell into British 
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hands and never reached France. This stone, which is 
now on display in the British Museum, contained the 
same passage in three different languages, unlocking 
our ability to translate ancient texts.

Britain would eventually occupy and control Egypt 
starting in 1882, but Egyptomania gripped the general 
public long before. Many sources point to a special event 
in 1821 as the real spark that ignited the British public’s 
imagination at large. At a theater near Piccadilly, a 
mummy unwrapping was held for the general public. A 
few years later, Jane Webb wrote The Mummy, A Tale of 
22nd Century, which is not only the first mummy story 
in Western literature, but also one of the first science 
fiction stories penned by a woman. Several notable 
authors embraced the trend and the genre exploded.

Even before the British occupation, they were on friendly 
terms with the Ottoman occupiers and exported many 
incredible pieces of Egyptian artwork. To Western eyes, 
these treasures had been “abandoned” and needed a big 
brother type “custodian” to take care of them because 
it was obviously beyond the local population to do so. 
The British Museum is one of the best places in the 
entire world to view Egyptian artefacts as a result.

Egyptomania didn’t confine itself only to museums. 
While walking around London there is plenty of 
evidence of it still scattered around town. I noticed 
a very high concentration while strolling along the 
Queen’s Walk, which follows the Thames. Right next 
to the river there is an obelisk flanked by lordly lions, 
and if you need to rest your feet you can avail yourself 
of the benches that line the walk and are supported by 
cast iron camels. 

19th & early 20th Century Books & Short Stories

• The Mummy, A Tale of 22nd Century, novel, Jane 
Webb, 1827

• “Some Words with a Mummy,” short satirical story, 
Edgar Allen Poe, 1845

• “The Mummy’s Foot,” short story, Theophile Gautier, 
1863

• “Lost in a Pyramid: The Mummy’s Curse,” short 
horror story, Louisa May Alcott (Little Women) 

• “The Ring of Thoth,” short story, Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle (Sherlock Holmes), 1890

• “Lot 249,” short story, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
(Sherlock Holmes), 1892

• The Beetle, novel, Richard Marsh, 1897

• The Jewel of the Seven Stars, novel, Bram Stoker, 1903

Egyptomania (continued)
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• Smith and the Pharaohs, novella, H. Rider Haggard, 
1913

• “Under the Pyramids,” (aka “Imprisoned with the 
Pharaohs”) short story featuring Harry Houdini as the 
protagonist, H. P. Lovecraft, 1924

• The Adventure of the Egyptian Tomb, novel, Agatha 
Christie (Hercule Poirot), 1924

• The Vengeance of Nitrocris, novel, Thomas Lanier 
(aka Tennessee Williams), 1928 Contemporary and 
Steampunk Books (1975-2014)

• Amelia Peabody series by Elizabeth Peters 

• Kythan Guardians series by Trisha Wolfe

• The Extraordinary Adventures of Adele Blanc-Sec 
(Les Aventures extraodrinaires d’Adele Blanc-Sec), 
comic book, written and illustrated by Jacques Tardi, 
1976

• Colonel Stonesteel’s Genuine Homemade Truly 
Egyptian Mummy, novel, Ray Bradbury (Fahrenheit 
451), 1981

• The Anubis Gates, novel, Tim Powers, 1983

• Bubba-ho-tep, novella, Joe R. Lansdale, 1994

• Seven Stars, novella inspired by Conan Doyle’s Jewel 
of the Seven Stars, Kim Newman, 

• The Osiris Ritual, Newbury and Hobbes #4, George 
Mann, 2009

• As Timeless as Stone (2010) and As Timeless as Magic 
(2012), novels, Maeve Alpin

• Timeless, Parasol Protectorate #5, Gail Carriger, 2012

• The Abominable Dr. Phibes (1971) and Dr. Phibes 

Rises Again (1972), movies (technically Dieselpunk, 
set in the 1920s)

• The Mummy Returns, movie, 2001. The sequel to 
1999’s The Mummy starring Brendan Fraser. Though 
both films would technically be best called Dieselpunk, 
The Mummy Returns features a super cool dirigible that 
is very Steampunk.

• The Extraordinary Adventures of Adele Blanc-Sec, 
movie, 2010

Egyptomania (continued)
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What is Weekend at the Asylum?

This Steampunk convention was started by the 
Victorian Steampunk Society in 2009. It is the largest 
purely Steampunk event in Europe and runs for three 
days in Lincolnshire. Themes and sessions vary 
from year to year and the event continues to grow. 
Thousands of people, including notable authors, artists, 
and performers, participate in this convention, which 
is paid for from the proceeds of ticket sales and run by 
volunteers. At the beginning, it was held at a converted 
mental institution that was active in the 1800s, but it 
has since grown so large that it now uses venues all 
over the historic Bailgate neighborhood and on two 
school campuses in Lincoln. Every year it will continue 
to grow and change, but I have included an account of 
my personal experience at the 2014 convention to give 
you an idea of what you might encounter if you get the 
opportunity to attend. 

Quick Tips

• The prices for train tickets out of London vary greatly 
depending on the day of the week and the time of day 
you are traveling. The least expensive tickets are not 
valid around rush hour, so make sure the person selling 
you your itinerary knows exactly when you want to 
travel. I ended up missing my connections because of 
this problem.

• If you want to go to more than just the regular sessions 
you should also make sure to book your special event 
tickets well in advance. There is a fashion show, 
burlesque show, a ball, a tea party and several kinds 
of competitions for makers, costume designers and tea 
duelists. I’d check the website often starting in early 
summer to get the program when it comes out so you 
can get the most out of your convention experience.

• Book your hotel well in advance. The festival is 
getting bigger every year and hotels in the center of 
town go early.

• For the 2015 fest they moved the dates from mid-
September to the end of August, and this will most 
likely continue into the future.

• Some of the traders take credit and debit cards, but 
your best bet will be to carry cash. I stopped at the cash 
machine just inside the train station on my way into 
town.

Day One

My Asylum experience started a little later than I had 
expected. I was all set to attend Lady Elsie’s Fashion 
Extravaganza on Friday evening, but due to the 
aforementioned train SNAFU I got into town well after 
it started. The event featured live music by Frenchy and 
the Punk and went into the wee hours, but I was so beat 
from traveling I opted not to go at all so I could get a 
nice early start on Saturday.

The opening ceremony began at 11 a.m., but I made 
sure to get there early to check in and get a seat for 
the opening address. I wasn’t sure exactly where to go 
because the event coordinators did not include a map 
on the website or in the program PDF so I relied on 
Google Maps all weekend, but following the trail of 
beautifully attired people helped me to find my way. 

The Castle Square Market was already up and running 
and a few blocks away laid event headquarters in the 
County Assembly Rooms.  The stunning building was 
constructed in the Eighteenth century and includes a 
formal ballroom, a bar with coffee and tea service and 
various en suite rooms. It offered an amazing venue 
for several different events, but there were informative 
sessions, free and paid markets and quirky competitions 
held all over the Bailgate neighborhood throughout the 
weekend. 

It was a little intimidating attending the convention all 
by my lonesome, but Steampunks really are the nicest 
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people. In fact, Major Tinker, the MC for the event, 
said that contrary to most festivals the city of Lincoln 
experiences a drop in their crime rate during this 
convention. There were many other people flying solo 
as well as groups and families enjoying the festivities 
together, and everyone was wearing a great big smile. I 
found lots of friendly strangers to chat with during and 
between the sessions which ranthe gambit from tips for 
makers and costumers to dance lessons and advice for 
budding writers.

I picked up lots of great advice from the “Craft to 
Business” session which immediately followed the 
welcome speech. The panel consisted of people who 
had attempted to turn their passion for Steampunk into 
a way to make a living. Most of the people in attendance 
were business people themselves, or were at least 
considering making a change in that direction. One of 
the best bits of advice from the panel was to make sure 
not to underestimate the time involved in running one’s 
own business, but also not to undervalue that time. 
There may be amateurs and hobbyists out there selling 
their wares for little profit because it isn’t the main way 
they make money, but real artisans and experts deserve 
a living wage for their work. 

Next up were a couple great sessions about building 
things. Both the “Taming Metal” and “It Works: Form 
AND Function in Steampunk Gadgets” were chock-full 
of tips for people who aren’t afraid to get their hands 
dirty. I got so much material from just one of those 
presentations that I wrote a four-part blog series passing 
on the insights that I gained. I also attended a gathering 
about International Steampunk, but there wasn’t a great 
turn out, but Major Tinker did make a very important 
announcement that would have been unhappy to miss. 
The same folks behind Weekend at the Asylum are also 
planning another convention for 2016 for the purpose 
of bringing the international community of Steampunks 
together. They are looking for people from all over the 
world to act as “ambassadors” for an event that will 
take over an entire resort town for a week and span the 
gambit of Steampunk interests globally.

After the sessions, I also managed to squeeze into the 
ballroom among an excited crowd to watch the costume 
contest. There were some chairs around, but most of 
the spectators were sitting on the ground, which is not 
the most comfortable position for a lady in a corset, 
believe me! I am glad I got to see the contestants up 
close, especially after missing the professional fashion 
show the night before. Some of the people walked the 
runway in pairs, but most were strutting their stuff by 
themselves. All of them made their ensembles and there 
was a lot of whimsical fun to go around.

The last event for me of the day was the “Oh Dear, What 
Would the Major Say?” burlesque show. It was a very 
popular event and I don’t doubt they will continue to 
hold it annually. There was a special gin bar inside the 
building, and another campus bar across the street that 
also had beer and other liquor choices. The performers 
were all absolutely fabulous and included a wide 
assortment of acts. The grace and sheer athleticism 
of the pole dancer was mesmerizing, and there were 
several very humorous performers. My only criticism 
is that none of the acts were related to Steampunk. I 
would have liked to see something using music or 
costumes from the “Vic-wardian” era.

Day Two

My first day there was full of back-to-back sessions to 
keep me busy, but I took the morning of Sunday to visit 
the various markets and take photos of the beautiful 
costumes traipsing the cobbles. I had a nice time 
chatting with people and handing out bumper stickers. 
I could tell that getting their photo taken was starting 
to wear on some of the convention attendees, but there 
is nothing like a free sticker to make people amenable. 

The Castle Square Market is open to the public, and it 
was really fun to see the “muggles” mixing with the 
Steampunks. I also visited the Castle Market, which 
required outside visitors to pay the admission fee to see 
Lincoln Castle, but wristband holders for Asylum got in 

Asylum (continued)
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for free. The Castle Square Market was mostly run out 
of booths, but the Castle Market was host to large tents 
that gave an extra festive effect to the castle courtyard. 
This same space was also the site of the Wacky Races 
where builders could bring their Steampunk-inspired 
vehicles. Many of them were piloted by children who 
were adorably decked out for the occasion. 

I made it back to the Assembly Rooms in time for one 
more session, and there were enough of the free books 
around I scored a second one in the process. This was 
my last chance to enjoy the Great Exhibition, which 
was a really fun chance for makers to show off their 

Asylum (continued)
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prowess. The exhibit featured both 3D and 2D creations 
as well as a collection of Steam Bears from as far away 
as Sweden. 

There were tons of great events and seminars that I 
didn’t get a chance to see. I definitely wish that there 
had been a map or some other directional signs to help 
me navigate. I missed a few things altogether because I 
went to the wrong place which was really disappointing. 
If I go another year I am sure I’d be better at getting 
around, and I hope I do get a chance to get back to 
Lincoln for another Weekend at the Asylum sometime 
in the future.
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